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Perhaps no one is more qualified to write about Japanese culture than Donald Keene, considered the leading
interpreter of that nation's literature to the Western world. The author, editor, or translator of nearly three
dozen books of criticism and works of literature, Keene now offers an enjoyable and beautifully written
introduction to traditional Japanese culture for the general reader.

The book acquaints the reader with Japanese aesthetics, poetry, fiction, and theater, and offers Keene's
appreciations of these topics. Based on lectures given at the New York Public Library, The Metropolitan
Museum of Art, and the University of California, Los Angeles, the essays -though written by a renowned
scholar- presuppose no knowledge of Japanese culture. Keene's deep learning, in fact, enables him to
construct an overview as delightful to read as it is informative.

His insights often illuminate aspects of traditional Japanese culture that endure today. One of these is the
appreciation of "perishability." this appreciation os seen in countless little bits of Japanese life: in temples
made of wood instead of durable materials; in the preference for objects -such as pottery- that are worn,
broken, or used rather than new; and in the national love of the delicate cherry blossom, which normally falls
after a brief three days of flowering. Keene quotes the fourteenth-century Buddhist monk Kenko, who wrote
that "the most precious thing about life is its uncertainty."

Throughout the volume, Keene demonstrates that the rich artistic and social traditions of Japan can indeed be
understood by readers from our culture. This book will enlighten anyone interested in Japanese literature and
culture.
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From reader reviews:

Larry Parrish:

Book is written, printed, or created for everything. You can understand everything you want by a reserve.
Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important thing to bring us around the world. Beside
that you can your reading ability was fluently. A publication The Pleasures of Japanese Literature will make
you to possibly be smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if you can know about anything. But
some of you think that will open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why
they could be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or suited book with you?

Shannon Bland:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material if you want something
to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy person? If you don't
have spare time to complete others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have time? What did
you do? All people has many questions above. They must answer that question simply because just their can
do that. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is right. Because start from on
jardín de infancia until university need this The Pleasures of Japanese Literature to read.

Larry Chaffin:

This book untitled The Pleasures of Japanese Literature to be one of several books which best seller in this
year, that's because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy this
book in the book shop or you can order it via online. The publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes
you quickly to read this book, since you can read this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason for your
requirements to past this publication from your list.

Eleanor Abney:

This The Pleasures of Japanese Literature is completely new way for you who has attention to look for some
information given it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more
you know or perhaps you who still having little digest in reading this The Pleasures of Japanese Literature
can be the light food for you personally because the information inside this book is easy to get by simply
anyone. These books acquire itself in the form and that is reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book
application form. People who think that in book form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this reserve is the
answer. So there is not any in reading a guide especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It
should be here for an individual. So , don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book kind for your better life in
addition to knowledge.
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