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The Limits of Orientalism: Seventeenth-Century Representations of India challenges the recent postcolonial
readings of European, predominantly English, representations of India in the seventeenth century. Following
Edward Said's discourse of 'Orientalism,' most postcolonial analyses of the seventeenth-century
representations of India argue that the natives are represented as barbaric or exotic 'others,' imagining these
representations as products of colonial ideology. Such approaches tend to offer a homogeneous idea of the
'native' and usually equate it with the term 'Indian.' Sapra, however, argues that instead of representing all
natives as barbaric 'others,' the English drew parallels, especially between themselves and the Mughal
aristocracy, associating with them as partners in trade and potential allies in war. While the Muslims are
from the outset largely portrayed as highly civilized and cultured, early European writers tended to be more
conflicted with Hindus, their first highly negative views undergoing a transformation that brings into
question any straightforward Orientalist reading of the texts and anticipates the complexity of later
representations of the indigenous peoples of the sub-continent.

Sapra's theoretical and methodological approach is influenced by such writers as Aijaz Ahmad and Denis
Porter, who have highlighted powerful alternatives to Said's discourse of 'Orientalism.' Sapra historicizes
European representations of the indigenous to draw attention to the contrasting approaches of the Portuguese,
the Dutch and the English in relation to seventeenth-century India, effectively undermining comfortable
notions of a homogenous 'West.' Unlike the Portuguese, for whom the idea of a dynasty and the conversion
of heathens went hand in hand with the idea of trade, for the Dutch and the English the primary consideration
was commercial. In keeping with the commercial approach of the English East India Company, most English
travelers, instead of representing the Muslims as barbaric 'others,' highlight the compatibility between the
two cultures and consistently praise the Mughal empire for its religious tolerance. In the representations of
the Hindus, Sapra demonstrates that most writers, even while denigrating the Hindu religion, appreciate the
civilized society of the Hindus. Moreover, in the representations of sati or widow-burning, a distinction
needs to be made between the patriarchal and the Orientalist points of views, which are at variance with each
other. The tension between the patriarchal and the Orientalist positions challenges Gayatri Chakravorty
Spivak's analysis of sati in 'Can the Subaltern Speak?' which has become the standard model for most
postcolonial appraisals of European representations of sati. The book highlights the lacuna in postcolonial
readings by providing access to selections of commonly unavailable early-modern writings by Thomas Roe,
Edward Terry, Henry Lord, Thomas Coryate, Alexander Hamilton and other the records of the East India
Company, which makes the book vital for students of theory, European and South-Asian history, and
Renaissance literatures.
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From reader reviews:

Bobby Gonsalves:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the e-book entitled The Limits of Orientalism: Seventeenth-Century Representations of India.
Try to face the book The Limits of Orientalism: Seventeenth-Century Representations of India as your
buddy. It means that it can being your friend when you sense alone and beside that of course make you
smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you considerably more
confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So , let me make new experience and also
knowledge with this book.

Sandra Maes:

Inside other case, little men and women like to read book The Limits of Orientalism: Seventeenth-Century
Representations of India. You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. So long as we know
about how is important some sort of book The Limits of Orientalism: Seventeenth-Century Representations
of India. You can add information and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, due
to the fact from book you can understand everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you will find
yourself known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, you can open a
book as well as searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel uninterested to
go to the library. Let's learn.

George Jamison:

Reading a book tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can certainly share
their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire all their reader with their story
or even their experience. Not only the story that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
children, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their
proficiency in writing, they also doing some study before they write to the book. One of them is this The
Limits of Orientalism: Seventeenth-Century Representations of India.

Kim Free:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Aim to pick
one book that you just dont know the inside because don't judge book by its cover may doesn't work this is
difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside look likes.
Maybe you answer is usually The Limits of Orientalism: Seventeenth-Century Representations of India why
because the wonderful cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint a person. The



inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly assist you
to pick up this book.
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