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The Shenzi Fragments is the first complete translation in any Western language of the extant work of Shen
Dao (350–275 B.C.E.). Though his writings have been recounted and interpreted in many texts, particularly
in the work of Xunzi and Han Fei, very few Western scholars have encountered the political philosopher's
original, influential formulations. This volume contains both a translation and an analysis of the Shenzi
Fragments. It explains their distillation of the potent political theories circulating in China during the
Warring States period, along with their seminal relationship to the Taoist and Legalist traditions and the
philosophies of the Lüshi Chunqiu and the Huainanzi. These fragments outline a rudimentary theory of
political order modeled on the natural world that recognizes the role of human self-interest in maintaining
stable rule. Casting the natural world as an independent, amoral system, Shen Dao situates the source of
moral judgment firmly within the human sphere, prompting political philosophy to develop in realistic
directions. Harris's sophisticated translation is paired with commentary that clarifies difficult passages and
obscure references. For sections open to multiple interpretations, he offers resources for further research and
encourages readers to follow their own path to meaning, much as Shen Dao intended. The Shenzi Fragments
offers English-language readers a chance to grasp the full significance of Shen Dao's work among the
pantheon of Chinese intellectuals.
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From reader reviews:

Gayle Skinner:

Book is written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can realize everything you want by a guide. Book
has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important point to bring us around the world. Close to
that you can your reading skill was fluently. A reserve The Shenzi Fragments: A Philosophical Analysis and
Translation (Translations from the Asian Classics) will make you to become smarter. You can feel much
more confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of you think this open or reading a book
make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you searching for best
book or appropriate book with you?

Irene Justice:

What do you think about book? It is just for students because they are still students or the idea for all people
in the world, the actual best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that issue above. Every person
has different personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't
need do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book The Shenzi Fragments: A
Philosophical Analysis and Translation (Translations from the Asian Classics). All type of book are you able
to see on many options. You can look for the internet methods or other social media.

Bradley Harshbarger:

The book untitled The Shenzi Fragments: A Philosophical Analysis and Translation (Translations from the
Asian Classics) contain a lot of information on this. The writer explains your ex idea with easy way. The
language is very easy to understand all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read the item. The book
was compiled by famous author. The author will bring you in the new time of literary works. It is easy to
read this book because you can please read on your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book with
anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can open up their official web-site and also order
it. Have a nice go through.

Colin Rousey:

You can get this The Shenzi Fragments: A Philosophical Analysis and Translation (Translations from the
Asian Classics) by check out the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve issue if
you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only by simply written or
printed but can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking from your
mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get more
information about your book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still
update. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.
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