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This is the first comprehensive book on the European Hermes program. It tells the fascinating story of how
Europe aimed for an independent manned spaceflight capability which was to complement US and
Soviet/Russian space activities. In 1975, France decided to expand its plans for automated satellites for
materials processing to include the development of a small 10 ton spaceplane to be launched on top of a
future heavy-lifting Ariane rocket. This Hermes spaceplane would give Europe its own human spaceflight
capability for shuttling crews between Earth and space stations. The European Space Agency backed the
proposal. Unfortunately, after detailed studies, the project was cancelled in 1993. If Hermes had been
introduced into service, it could have become the preferred "space taxi" for ferrying crews to and from the
International Space Station. But that opportunity was lost. This book provides the first look of the complete
story of and reasons for the demise of this ambitious program. It also gives an account which pieces of
Hermes survived and are active in the 2nd decade of the 21st century. This fascinating story will be a great
read for space enthusiasts. But it will also serve as a comprehensive documentation of an important episode
in the history of manned spaceflight.
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From reader reviews:

Geraldine Dube:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As you may
know that book is very important for people. The book Spaceplane HERMES: Europe's Dream of
Independent Manned Spaceflight (Springer Praxis Books) seemed to be making you to know about other
know-how and of course you can take more information. It is extremely advantages for you. The guide
Spaceplane HERMES: Europe's Dream of Independent Manned Spaceflight (Springer Praxis Books) is not
only giving you much more new information but also to become your friend when you experience bored.
You can spend your current spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship with all the book
Spaceplane HERMES: Europe's Dream of Independent Manned Spaceflight (Springer Praxis Books). You
never experience lose out for everything when you read some books.

Clara Demoss:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, quick story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not seeking Spaceplane HERMES:
Europe's Dream of Independent Manned Spaceflight (Springer Praxis Books) that give your pleasure
preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as
the way for people to know world far better then how they react to the world. It can't be said constantly that
reading behavior only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to become success person.
So , for all of you who want to start studying as your good habit, you are able to pick Spaceplane HERMES:
Europe's Dream of Independent Manned Spaceflight (Springer Praxis Books) become your own personal
starter.

Christopher Arnold:

This Spaceplane HERMES: Europe's Dream of Independent Manned Spaceflight (Springer Praxis Books) is
great guide for you because the content that is certainly full of information for you who all always deal with
world and also have to make decision every minute. This specific book reveal it facts accurately using great
arrange word or we can say no rambling sentences inside. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole
details in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences but tricky core information
with wonderful delivering sentences. Having Spaceplane HERMES: Europe's Dream of Independent
Manned Spaceflight (Springer Praxis Books) in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, information
in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no reserve that offer you world within ten or fifteen minute
right but this e-book already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt
that will?

Jackie Frost:

Is it an individual who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by means of watching television



programs or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Spaceplane HERMES:
Europe's Dream of Independent Manned Spaceflight (Springer Praxis Books) can be the answer, oh how
comes? It's a book you know. You are consequently out of date, spending your free time by reading in this
brand new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these books have than the others?
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