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Among the Old Order Mennonite and Amish communities of Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, the coming of
the telephone posed a serious challenge to the longstanding traditions of work, worship, silence, and visiting.
In 1907, Mennonites crafted a compromise in order to avoid a church split and grudgingly allowed
telephones for lay people while prohibiting telephone ownership among the clergy. By 1909, the Amish had
banned the telephone completely from their homes. Since then, the vigorous and sometimes painful debates
about the meaning of the telephone reveal intense concerns about the maintenance of boundaries between the
community and the outside world and the processes Old Order communities use to confront and mediate
change.

In Holding the Line, Diane Zimmerman Umble offers a historical and ethnographic study of how the Old
Order Mennonites and Amish responded to and accommodated the telephone from the turn of the twentieth
century to the present. For Old Order communities, Umble writes, appropriate use of the telephone marks the
edges of appropriate association--who can be connected to whom, in what context, and under what
circumstances. Umble's analysis of the social meaning of the telephone explores the effect of technology on
community identity and the maintenance of cultural values through the regulation of the means of
communication.

"An excellent piece of work that makes an original and substantial contribution to multiple fields:
anthropology, sociology, American studies, communication, history, and cultural studies. The scholarship is
sound and the analysis is superb. Well-written and highly readable, this book is wonderful."--Lana Rakow,
University of North Dakota
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From reader reviews:

Johnnie Nystrom:

Book is usually written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
e-book. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important issue to bring us around the
world. Next to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A e-book Holding the Line: The Telephone in
Old Order Mennonite and Amish Life (Center Books in Anabaptist Studies) will make you to end up being
smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know about everything. But some of you think this
open or reading the book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have
you seeking best book or acceptable book with you?

George Eichner:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive at this point, people
have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and
notice through surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated this for a while is
reading. Yep, by reading a reserve your ability to survive increase then having chance to stay than other is
high. For yourself who want to start reading a new book, we give you this particular Holding the Line: The
Telephone in Old Order Mennonite and Amish Life (Center Books in Anabaptist Studies) book as starter and
daily reading publication. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Carolyn Berndt:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the name Holding the
Line: The Telephone in Old Order Mennonite and Amish Life (Center Books in Anabaptist Studies) suitable
to you? Often the book was written by well-known writer in this era. The particular book untitled Holding
the Line: The Telephone in Old Order Mennonite and Amish Life (Center Books in Anabaptist Studies)is
one of several books which everyone read now. This particular book was inspired many men and women in
the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know ahead of. The
author explained their idea in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to understand the core of this
e-book. This book will give you a large amount of information about this world now. In order to see the
represented of the world on this book.

Juanita Stoneman:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got pupils? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. So you know that
little person just like reading or as studying become their hobby. You have to know that reading is very
important and also book as to be the point. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge, except your
current teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update in relation to something by book. A substantial
number of sorts of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is this Holding the Line: The
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