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Commissioner of the Federal Bureau of Narcotics from its establishment in 1930 until his retirement in 1962,
Harry J. Anslinger is the United States’ little known first drug czar. Anslinger was a profligate propagandist
with a flair for demonizing racial and immigrant groups and perhaps best known for his zealous pursuit of
harsh drug penalties and his particular animus for marijuana users. But what made Anslinger who he was,
and what cultural trends did he amplify and institutionalize? Having just passed the hundredth anniversary of
the Harrison Act—which consolidated prohibitionist drug policy and led to the carceral state we have
today—and even as public doubts about the drug war continue to grow, now is the perfect time to evaluate
Anslinger’s social, cultural, and political legacy.

In Assassin of Youth, Alexandra Chasin gives us a lyrical, digressive, funny, and ultimately riveting quasi-
biography of Anslinger. Her treatment of the man, his times, and the world that arose around and through
him is part cultural history, part kaleidoscopic meditation. Each of the short chapters is anchored in a
historical document—the court decision in Webb v. US (1925), a 1935 map of East Harlem, FBN training
materials from the 1950s, a personal letter from the Treasury Department in 1985—each of which opens onto
Anslinger and his context. From the Pharmacopeia of 1820 to death of Sandra Bland in 2015, from the
Pennsylvania Railroad to the last passenger pigeon, and with forays into gangster lives, CIA operatives, and
popular detective stories, Chasin covers impressive ground. Assassin of Youth is as riotous and loose a
history of drug laws as can be imagined—and yet it culminates in an arresting and precise revision of the
emergence of drug prohibition.

Today, even as marijuana is slowly being legalized, we still have not fully reckoned with the racist and
xenophobic foundations of our cultural appetite for the severe punishment of drug offenders. In Assassin of
Youth, Chasin shows us the deep, twisted roots of both our love and our hatred for drug prohibition.
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From reader reviews:

Dexter Forsyth:

With other case, little individuals like to read book Assassin of Youth: A Kaleidoscopic History of Harry J.
Anslinger’s War on Drugs. You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. So long as we know
about how is important some sort of book Assassin of Youth: A Kaleidoscopic History of Harry J.
Anslinger’s War on Drugs. You can add understanding and of course you can around the world by way of a
book. Absolutely right, since from book you can know everything! From your country until finally foreign or
abroad you can be known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we can
open a book as well as searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel
weary to go to the library. Let's study.

Adriana Cornell:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this Assassin of Youth: A Kaleidoscopic
History of Harry J. Anslinger’s War on Drugs publication written by well-known writer who knows well
how to make book that can be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written throughout good manner
for you, dripping every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still
skepticism Assassin of Youth: A Kaleidoscopic History of Harry J. Anslinger’s War on Drugs as good book
not just by the cover but also by content. This is one guide that can break don't assess book by its deal with,
so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense
already said so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Patricia Miller:

This Assassin of Youth: A Kaleidoscopic History of Harry J. Anslinger’s War on Drugs is great guide for
you because the content which can be full of information for you who all always deal with world and have to
make decision every minute. That book reveal it facts accurately using great arrange word or we can declare
no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't
mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but hard core information with beautiful delivering
sentences. Having Assassin of Youth: A Kaleidoscopic History of Harry J. Anslinger’s War on Drugs in
your hand like having the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no
reserve that offer you world with ten or fifteen second right but this guide already do that. So , it is good
reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt this?

Patricia Ramirez:

Many people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt it when they
get a half parts of the book. You can choose the particular book Assassin of Youth: A Kaleidoscopic History
of Harry J. Anslinger’s War on Drugs to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your skill of reading
expertise is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to study it and



mingle the feeling about book and reading especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to available a
book and learn it. Beside that the guide Assassin of Youth: A Kaleidoscopic History of Harry J. Anslinger’s
War on Drugs can to be a newly purchased friend when you're sense alone and confuse with what must
you're doing of these time.
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