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Returning to his childhood home in Virginia for the funeral of his stepmother, Elizabeth Buxton Styron,
acclaimed writer William Styron finds himself plunged into boyhood reminiscence. He is "Billy" again,
fourteen and heartbroken, with a mother recently passed from cancer and a grieving father who has fallen in
love with the head nurse at the local hospital. The impending marriage terrifies Billy, who finds his new
stepmother's strict worldview stifling to his creativity, his joy, and his hopes for the future. Driven by
Elizabeth's desire for him to become a doctor, Billy is sent to Christchurch boarding school, where he finds
himself drawn more to writing than to sport, or anything else deemed appropriate for a man of good Southern
breeding. Desperate to build a life on his own terms, the young Styron turns to fantasy and alcohol. He
emerges a painfully burdened man, hounded by "the black dog" of depression from which he would never
fully escape, and gifted with a foundation of moral sense that would inspire all of his later writing. This is the
story of the war Billy fought against the cruelty of circumstance, for the prize of his own soul and future-
before he became Pulitzer Prize-winning author William Styron, gaining international recognition for his
novel Sophie's Choice. Married into the family at a young age, Mary Wakefield Buxton, "the Ohio bride,"
writes of her mentor and cousin's coming of age with a sympathetic spirit but an objective eye, deftly
revealing the complicated psyche of a man tormented by demons of and outside of his own making, and the
beauty of the Tidewater region that birthed him.
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From reader reviews:

Phil Garcia:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing
for us to learn everything in the world. Each publication has different aim as well as goal; it means that
reserve has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They are
really reading whatever they get because their hobby is actually reading a book. Why not the person who
don't like studying a book? Sometime, man feel need book after they found difficult problem or even
exercise. Well, probably you will want this The Private War of William Styron.

Robert Lyman:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This book The Private War of William Styron was multi-
colored and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book The Private War of William Styron
has many kinds or category. Start from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Private investigator
Conan you can read and believe that you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book tend to be
make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book for you and try to
like reading that will.

Christopher Palmer:

As a student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library or even
make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's heart and
soul or real their leisure activity. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to
at this time there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring
along with can't see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important
to suit your needs. As we know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise
word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this The Private War of William Styron can make you
sense more interested to read.

Ronald Canty:

Many people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a guide. They are directly felt the idea when
they get a half portions of the book. You can choose often the book The Private War of William Styron to
make your own personal reading is interesting. Your skill of reading proficiency is developing when you
such as reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the idea
about book and examining especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to open a book and examine it.
Beside that the book The Private War of William Styron can to be a newly purchased friend when you're
truly feel alone and confuse using what must you're doing of that time.
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