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In The Immaterial,French social philosopher André Gorz (1923–2007) argues, in his finely-tuned and
polemical style, that the economic boom that accelerated in the 1990s and crashed so spectacularly in 2008
was based largely on an immaterial consumption of symbols and ideas, as capitalism tried to overcome the
crisis of the formally industrial regime by throwing itself into a new, so-called knowledge economy.

In this, the last full-length theoretical work Gorz completed before his death, he argues instead for the
creation of a true knowledge economy. This economy would be based on zero-cost exchange and pooled
resources, and knowledge would be treated as humanity’s common property. Currently, in order to exploit
knowledge and turn it into capital, the capitalist enterprise privatizes specialized knowledge and claims
ownership through private licenses and copyright. But as Gorz shows, the traditional foundations of such
capitalist economics have begun to crumble because of the immaterial nature of this new form of product,
which makes it almost impossible to measure in monetary terms. The knowledge economy, Gorz declares, is
the crisis of capitalism.

Thought-provoking and divisive, The Immaterial is the perfect book for our time, as we begin to reimagine
the structures of our economic system in order to rebuild and move forward.

“It is to Gorz . . . that readers should turn for a compelling combination of sharp analysis, well-wrought
polemic, and suggestions for the future.”—Red Pepper

            “A great figure of the intellectual Left.”—Nicolas Sarkozy

            “Gorz’s intelligence strikes you at the very first glance: it is one of the nimblest, acutest intelligences
I know.”—Jean-Paul Sartre
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From reader reviews:

Melinda Kendall:

The book The Immaterial (The French List) give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You can
utilize to make your capable much more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting stress or
having big problem with the subject. If you can make examining a book The Immaterial (The French List) to
become your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your
knowledge about several or all subjects. You could know everything if you like wide open and read a e-book
The Immaterial (The French List). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or
others. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Linda Gaitan:

Here thing why this The Immaterial (The French List) are different and reliable to be yours. First of all
reading a book is good but it really depends in the content than it which is the content is as delightful as food
or not. The Immaterial (The French List) giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find
any book out there but there is no guide that similar with The Immaterial (The French List). It gives you
thrill studying journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing that happened in the world which
is maybe can be happened around you. You can actually bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or
even in your way home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form
of The Immaterial (The French List) in e-book can be your alternative.

Brian Ramos:

Do you considered one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold
on guys this kind of aren't like that. This The Immaterial (The French List) book is readable by simply you
who hate the straight word style. You will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable reading
experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer associated
with The Immaterial (The French List) content conveys the idea easily to understand by many people. The
printed and e-book are not different in the information but it just different available as it. So , do you
continue to thinking The Immaterial (The French List) is not loveable to be your top collection reading
book?

James Snider:

As a university student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the
library or make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's
spirit or real their interest. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to
generally there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring in
addition to can't see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important to suit your
needs. As we know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many ways
to reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this The Immaterial (The French List) can make you feel more



interested to read.
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