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Scholars and mainline pastors tell a familiar narrative about the roles of women in the early church-that
women held leadership roles and exercised some authority in the church, but, with the establishment of
formal institutional roles, they were excluded from active leadership. Evidence of women's leadership is
either described as "exceptional" or relegated to (so-called) heretical groups, who differed with proto-
orthodox groups precisely over the issue of women's participation. For example, scholars often contrast the
Acts of Paul and Thecla (ATh) with 1Timothy. They understand the two works to represent discrete
communities with opposite responses to the question of women's leadership.

In A Modest Apostle, Susan Hylen uses Thecla as a microcosm from which to challenge this larger narrative.
In contrast to previous interpreters, Hylen reads 1Timothy and the ATh as texts that emerge out of and share
a common cultural framework. In the Roman period, women were widely expected to exhibit gendered
virtues like modesty, industry, and loyalty to family. However, women pursued these virtues in remarkably
different ways, including active leadership in their communities. Reading against a cultural background in
which multiple and conflicting norms already existed for women's behavior, Hylen shows that texts like the
ATh and 1Timothy begin to look different. Like the culture, 1Timothy affirms women's leadership as
deacons and widows while upholding standards of modesty in dress and speech. In the ATh, Thecla's virtue
is first established by her modest behavior, which allows her to emerge as a virtuous leader. The text presents
Thecla as one who fulfills culturally established norms, even as she pursues a bold new way of life.

Hylen's approach points to a new way of understanding women in the early church, one that insists upon the
acknowledgment of women's leadership as a historical reality without neglecting the effects of the culture's
gender biases.
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From reader reviews:

Amanda Mathis:

This A Modest Apostle: Thecla and the History of Women in the Early Church book is simply not ordinary
book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is actually
information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper anyone read
a lot of information you will get. This kind of A Modest Apostle: Thecla and the History of Women in the
Early Church without we know teach the one who examining it become critical in thinking and analyzing.
Don't possibly be worry A Modest Apostle: Thecla and the History of Women in the Early Church can bring
when you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it within
your lovely laptop even phone. This A Modest Apostle: Thecla and the History of Women in the Early
Church having fine arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Tina Olsen:

Is it anyone who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day simply by watching television programs
or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This A Modest Apostle: Thecla and the
History of Women in the Early Church can be the solution, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are
and so out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this new era is common not a geek activity. So
what these ebooks have than the others?

Johnnie Lewis:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our information for everything. By a publication we can
know everything we really wish for. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet.
Every year seemed to be exactly added. This publication A Modest Apostle: Thecla and the History of
Women in the Early Church was filled about science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your
technology competence. Some people has various feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big
selling point of a book, you can feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like right now, many ways to
get book you wanted.

Joyce Jiminez:

A lot of guide has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by world wide web on social
media. You can choose the most effective book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever simply by
searching from it. It is named of book A Modest Apostle: Thecla and the History of Women in the Early
Church. You can add your knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it could possibly add your
knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware about book. It can
bring you from one location to other place.
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