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In November 1893, Daniel Paul Schreber, recently named presiding judge of the Saxon Supreme Court, was
on the verge of a psychotic breakdown and entered a Leipzig psychiatric clinic. He would spend the rest of
the nineteenth century in mental institutions. Once released, he published his Memoirs of My Nervous Illness
(1903), a harrowing account of real and delusional persecution, political intrigue, and states of sexual ecstasy
as God's private concubine. Freud's famous case study of Schreber elevated the Memoirs into the most
important psychiatric textbook of paranoia. In light of Eric Santner's analysis, Schreber's text becomes
legible as a sort of "nerve bible" of fin-de-siècle preoccupations and obsessions, an archive of the very
phantasms that would, after the traumas of war, revolution, and the end of empire, coalesce into the core
elements of National Socialist ideology.

The crucial theoretical notion that allows Santner to pass from the "private" domain of psychotic
disturbances to the "public" domain of the ideological and political genesis of Nazism is the "crisis of
investiture." Schreber's breakdown was precipitated by a malfunction in the rites and procedures through
which an individual is endowed with a new social status: his condition became acute just as he was named to
a position of ultimate symbolic authority. The Memoirs suggest that we cross the threshold of modernity into
a pervasive atmosphere of crisis and uncertainty when acts of symbolic investiture no longer usefully
transform the subject's self understanding. At such a juncture, the performative force of these rites of
institution may assume the shape of a demonic persecutor, some "other" who threatens our borders and our
treasures. Challenging other political readings of Schreber, Santner denies that Schreber's delusional system-
-his own private Germany--actually prefigured the totalitarian solution to this defining structural crisis of
modernity. Instead, Santner shows how this tragic figure succeeded in avoiding the totalitarian temptation by
way of his own series of perverse identifications, above all with women and Jews.
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From reader reviews:

Colby McCray:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you can
add your knowledge by the reserve entitled My Own Private Germany: Daniel Paul Schreber's Secret History
of Modernity. Try to make book My Own Private Germany: Daniel Paul Schreber's Secret History of
Modernity as your close friend. It means that it can for being your friend when you truly feel alone and
beside those of course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book
makes you much more confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , let us make new
experience and knowledge with this book.

Ida Torres:

The guide untitled My Own Private Germany: Daniel Paul Schreber's Secret History of Modernity is the
reserve that recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be
shown to a person. The language that author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to
understand. The article writer was did a lot of research when write the book, therefore the information that
they share to you personally is absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book of My Own Private
Germany: Daniel Paul Schreber's Secret History of Modernity from the publisher to make you a lot more
enjoy free time.

Cary Freeman:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside along with friends, fun activity with family or
just watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by studying a book.
Ugh, do you think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It fine
you can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like My Own Private
Germany: Daniel Paul Schreber's Secret History of Modernity which is having the e-book version. So , try
out this book? Let's observe.

Vivian Regan:

On this era which is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more special than other. Do
you want to become among it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you should do is just spending
your time almost no but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of several books in the top listing in
your reading list is actually My Own Private Germany: Daniel Paul Schreber's Secret History of Modernity.
This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in getting precious person. By
looking way up and review this book you can get many advantages.
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