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A penetrating study of the images, symbols, pageants, and creative performances ambitious
Elizabethans used to secure political power

Shakespeare’s plays abound with kings and leaders who crave a public stage and seize every opportunity to
make their lives a performance: Antony, Cleopatra, Richard III, Othello, and many others. Such self-
dramatizing characters appear in the work of other playwrights of the era as well, Marlowe’s Edward II and
Tamburlaine among them. But Elizabethan playwrights were not alone in realizing that a sense of theater
was essential to the exercise of power. Real rulers knew it, too, and none better than Queen Elizabeth. In this
fascinating study of political stagecraft in the Elizabethan era, Garry Wills explores a period of vast cultural
and political change during which the power of make-believe to make power real was not just a theory but an
essential truth.
 
Wills examines English culture as Catholic Christianity’s rituals were being overturned and a Protestant
queen took the throne. New iconographies of power were necessary for the new Renaissance liturgy to
displace the medieval church-state. The author illuminates the extensive imaginative constructions that went
into Elizabeth’s reign and the explosion of great Tudor and Stuart drama that provided the imaginative power
to support her long and successful rule.
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From reader reviews:

Ray Davis:

Inside other case, little individuals like to read book Making Make-Believe Real: Politics as Theater in
Shakespeare's Time. You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. Given that we know about
how is important any book Making Make-Believe Real: Politics as Theater in Shakespeare's Time. You can
add expertise and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, since from book
you can recognize everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you will end up known.
About simple factor until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we can easily open a book
or even searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel weary to go to the
library. Let's learn.

Virginia Mack:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students as they are still students or it for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that problem above. Every person has several
personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't wish do that.
You must know how great and important the book Making Make-Believe Real: Politics as Theater in
Shakespeare's Time. All type of book can you see on many methods. You can look for the internet solutions
or other social media.

Jeffery Harman:

The book Making Make-Believe Real: Politics as Theater in Shakespeare's Time has a lot of knowledge on
it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was written by the very famous
author. The author makes some research prior to write this book. That book very easy to read you will get the
point easily after reading this book.

Pablo Bussey:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with close friends is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try thing that really
opposite from that. One particular activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like
on roller coaster you are ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Making Make-Believe
Real: Politics as Theater in Shakespeare's Time, it is possible to enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you
still would like to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout fellas. What? Still
don't obtain it, oh come on its named reading friends.
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