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Evocative, funny and full of life, this is a beautifully observed childhood memoir of growing up in colonial
Hong Kong in the 1950s.

As an inquisitive seven-year-old, Martin Booth found himself with the whole of Hong Kong at his feet when
his father was posted there in the early 1950s. Unrestricted by parental control, he had free access to hidden
corners of the colony normally closed to a Gweilo, a “pale fellow” like him. Befriending rickshaw coolies
and local stallholders, he learned Cantonese, sampled delicacies such as boiled water beetles and one-
hundred-year-old eggs, and participated in colourful festivals. He even entered the forbidden Kowloon
Walled City, wandered into the secret lair of the Triads and visited an opium den. Along the way he
encountered a colourful array of people, from the plink plonk man with his dancing monkey to Nagasaki Jim,
a drunken child molester, and the Queen of Kowloon, the crazed tramp who may have been a member of the
Romanov family.

Shadowed by the unhappiness of his warring parents, a broad-minded mother who, like her son, was keen to
embrace all things Chinese, and a bigoted father who was enraged by his family’s interest in “going native,”
Martin Booth’s compelling memoir is a journey into Chinese culture and an extinct colonial way of life that
glows with infectious curiosity and humour.
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From reader reviews:

Helga Lever:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their free time with their family, or all
their friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic within the
park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different to fill
your own personal free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book may be option to fill your free of charge
time/ holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to try
look for book, may be the reserve untitled Gweilo: Memories of a Hong Kong Childhood can be very good
book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Odessa Currie:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this Gweilo: Memories of a Hong Kong Childhood
e-book written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book that can be understand by anyone
who else read the book. Written within good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and composing
skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still uncertainty Gweilo: Memories of a Hong Kong
Childhood as good book not only by the cover but also through the content. This is one reserve that can
break don't assess book by its cover, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this particular!?
Oh come on your examining sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Richard Poston:

The book untitled Gweilo: Memories of a Hong Kong Childhood contain a lot of information on it. The
writer explains your ex idea with easy approach. The language is very easy to understand all the people, so
do not really worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was published by famous author. The author
gives you in the new period of literary works. You can read this book because you can read on your smart
phone, or model, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to
purchase the e-book, you can available their official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice go through.

Marie Miles:

Many people spending their period by playing outside using friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by reading a book. Ugh,
do you think reading a book can actually hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It ok you
can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Gweilo: Memories of a Hong
Kong Childhood which is finding the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's find.
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