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Since its original publication in 1949, Irving A. Leonard's pioneering Books of the Brave has endured as the
classic account of the introduction of literary culture to Spain's New World. Leonard's study documents the
works of fiction that accompanied and followed the conquistadores to the Americas and goes on to argue that
popular texts influenced these men and shaped the way they thought and wrote about their New World
experiences.

For the first time in English, this edition combines Leonard's text with a selection of the documents that were
his most valuable sources—nine lists of books destined for the Indies. Containing a wealth of information
that is sure to spark future study, these lists provide the documentary evidence for what is perhaps Leonard's
greatest contribution: his demonstration that royal and inquisitorial prohibitions failed to control the
circulation of books and ideas in colonial Spanish America.

Rolena Adorno's introduction signals the lasting value of Books of the Brave and brings the reader up to date
on developments in cultural-historical studies that have shed light on the role of books in Spanish American
colonial culture. Adorno situates Leonard's work at the threshold between older, triumphalist views of
Spanish conquest history and more recent perspectives engendered by studies of native American peoples.

With its rich descriptions of the book trade in both Spain and America, Books of the Brave has much to offer
historians as well as literary critics. Indeed, it is a highly readable and engaging book for anyone interested in
the cultural life of the New World.
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From reader reviews:

Olga Andres:

What do you concerning book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material if you want something to
explain what yours problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy particular person? If you don't
have spare time to perform others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have extra time? What
did you do? Every person has many questions above. They have to answer that question mainly because just
their can do that. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is proper. Because start
from on guardería until university need that Books of the brave to read.

Lucia Stevenson:

Here thing why this Books of the brave are different and reliable to be yours. First of all examining a book is
good however it depends in the content of it which is the content is as delicious as food or not. Books of the
brave giving you information deeper including different ways, you can find any reserve out there but there is
no guide that similar with Books of the brave. It gives you thrill examining journey, its open up your own
eyes about the thing that will happened in the world which is possibly can be happened around you. You can
actually bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your means home by train. In case you are
having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of Books of the brave in e-book can be
your option.

Christina Bishop:

The reason why? Because this Books of the brave is an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting
for you to snap it but latter it will jolt you with the secret that inside. Reading this book close to it was
fantastic author who have write the book in such wonderful way makes the content within easier to
understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you because of
not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This book will give you a lot of gains than the
other book have got such as help improving your ability and your critical thinking means. So , still want to
hesitate having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

Billy Doyle:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our understanding for everything. By a guide we can
know everything we would like. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every
year seemed to be exactly added. This reserve Books of the brave was filled regarding science. Spend your
spare time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence. Some people has several feel
when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can truly feel enjoy to
read a book. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book that you just wanted.
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