
America's Mistress: The Life and Times of Miss
Eartha Kitt

John L. Williams

Click here if your download doesn"t start automatically

http://youkof.club/go/read.php?id=1623658233
http://youkof.club/go/read.php?id=1623658233
http://youkof.club/go/read.php?id=1623658233


America's Mistress: The Life and Times of Miss Eartha Kitt

John L. Williams

America's Mistress: The Life and Times of Miss Eartha Kitt John L. Williams
Strait-laced, pre-civil rights America wasn't ready for Eartha Kitt. Waiting for others to be ready was never
her style. in America's Mistress John L. Williams captures the person behind the myth in this engaging
biography but also race relations in Twentieth-century America.

From humble roots on a South Carolina cotton plantation, the multilingual, possibly multi-racial chanteuse
emerged seemingly from nowhere to seduce the nation and redefine cosmopolitan glamour. Blending
intellect, self-awareness and unprecedented sex appeal, she was a Technicolor presence in a black-and-white
world.

But the key to her allure was always her mystery, and her three not-entirely-consistent autobiographies raise
more questions than they answer about who she really was--whether singing, dancing, acting or drawing
headlines for her romantic dalliances and political activism.

Drawing on extensive original research and interviews with the people who knew her best, Williams--whose
previous biographical subjects include Shirley Bassey and English civil rights activist Michael X--delivers a
comprehensive, compassionate and thought-provoking record of a life that defied stereotypes, shattered
boundaries, yet seemed to fall short of its potential in the end.

Beginning with Eartha's tumultuous childhood, Williams makes a bold claim about the identity of her true
father--a question that has never been answered. From there Williams traces her escape to Harlem, where she
came into contact with leading black entertainers and found quick success as a company dancer-which, in
turn, enabled her to travel the world and segue into film, television and music stardom.

Williams details her time at the top of the entertainment business--when Orson Welles famously called her
"the most exciting woman in the world"--with candor and striking revelations. America's Mistress focuses on
how, as Eartha's social consciousness developed, she found herself awkwardly torn between the realities of
Jim Crow oppression and her lucrative role as white America's ultimate sex kitten.

Whether or not her decline began with her 1968 infamous public confrontation with Lady Bird Johnson (that
left the First Lady in tears), the later decades of Eartha's life were marked by America's growing indifference
to the woman who once captured its attention like no one before or since.

But America's Mistress is ultimately a celebration of a remarkable American life that paved the way for
black entertainers from Belafonte to Beyoncé. With objectivity and thoroughness, John L. Williams provides
sought-after answers to tantalizing and elusive questions.
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From reader reviews:

John Alfaro:

Typically the book America's Mistress: The Life and Times of Miss Eartha Kitt has a lot details on it. So
when you check out this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was compiled by the very famous
author. The writer makes some research prior to write this book. This book very easy to read you will get the
point easily after looking over this book.

Margaret Hall:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book particularly book
entitled America's Mistress: The Life and Times of Miss Eartha Kitt your brain will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely will end up your mind friends.
Imaging just about every word written in a reserve then become one contact form conclusion and explanation
that maybe you never get before. The America's Mistress: The Life and Times of Miss Eartha Kitt giving
you yet another experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful info for your better
life in this particular era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind will be
pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary
paying spare time activity?

Scott Hagen:

Reading a book for being new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to examine a book. When
you learn a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge,
since book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book
that you have read. If you need to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if
you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, along with soon.
The America's Mistress: The Life and Times of Miss Eartha Kitt provide you with new experience in looking
at a book.

Kyle Cook:

This America's Mistress: The Life and Times of Miss Eartha Kitt is fresh way for you who has interest to
look for some information mainly because it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you onto it
getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having little bit of digest in reading this
America's Mistress: The Life and Times of Miss Eartha Kitt can be the light food for you personally because
the information inside this kind of book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books produce itself in the
form which can be reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book type. People who think that in e-book
form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this publication is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a
reserve especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss
this! Just read this e-book kind for your better life in addition to knowledge.
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