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Drawing from literary, historical, dramatic, and anecdotal sources, Yenna Wu conducts a rich exploration of
an unusually prominent theme in premodern Chinese prose fiction and drama: that of jealous and belligerent
wives, or viragos, who dominate their husbands and abuse other women. Focusing on Chinese literary works
from the sixteenth to the eighteenth centuries, she presents many colorful perspectives on this type of
aggression, reviewing early literary and historical examples of the phenomenon.

Wu argues that although the various portraits of the virago often reveal the writers' insecurities about strong-
willed women in general, the authors also satirize the kind of man whose behavioral patterns have been
catalysts for female aggression. She shows that various elements of these portraits constitute a subversive
form of parody that casts a revealing light on the patriarchal hierarchy of premodern China.
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From reader reviews:

Edward Foland:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing for
us to know everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or maybe goal; it means that reserve
has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They can be
reading whatever they have because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Think about the person who
don't like studying a book? Sometime, man feel need book when they found difficult problem as well as
exercise. Well, probably you should have this The Chinese Virago: A Literary Theme (Harvard-Yenching
Institute Monograph).

Louetta Cantrell:

The actual book The Chinese Virago: A Literary Theme (Harvard-Yenching Institute Monograph) will bring
you to definitely the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to describe the idea is very
unique. In the event you try to find new book you just read, this book very acceptable to you. The book The
Chinese Virago: A Literary Theme (Harvard-Yenching Institute Monograph) is much recommended to you
to see. You can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Oliver Gerling:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Aim to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't evaluate book by its deal with may
doesn't work this is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in
the outside search likes. Maybe you answer is usually The Chinese Virago: A Literary Theme (Harvard-
Yenching Institute Monograph) why because the amazing cover that make you consider in regards to the
content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading
sixth sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Antoine Anderson:

As a university student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the
library in order to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just very little students that has
reading's heart and soul or real their pastime. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library.
They go to right now there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not
important, boring along with can't see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very
important for you. As we know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise
word says, ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this The Chinese Virago: A Literary Theme (Harvard-
Yenching Institute Monograph) can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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