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This book introduces the capability approach – in which wellbeing, agency and justice are the core values –
as a powerful normative lens to examine technology and its role in development. This approach attaches
central moral importance to individual human capabilities, understood as effective opportunities people have
to lead the kind of lives they have reason to value. The book examines the strengths, limitations and
versatility of the capability approach when applied to technology, and shows the need to supplement it with
other approaches in order to deal with the challenges that technology raises.

The first chapter places the capability approach within the context of broader debates about technology and
human development – discussing amongst others the appropriate technology movement. The middle part
then draws on philosophy and ethics of technology in order to deepen our understanding of the relation
between technical artefacts and human capabilities, arguing that we must simultaneously ‘zoom in’ on the
details of technological design and ‘zoom out’ to see the broader socio-technical embedding of a technology.
The book examines whether technology is merely a neutral instrument that expands what people can do and
be in life, or whether technology transfers may also impose certain views of what it means to lead a good
life. The final chapter examines the capability approach in relation to contemporary debates about ‘ICT for
Development’ (ICT4D), as the technology domain where the approach has been most extensively applied so
far.

This book is an invaluable read for students in Development Studies and STS, as well as policy makers,
practitioners and engineers looking for an accessible overview of technology and development from the
perspective of the capability approach.
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From reader reviews:

Marie Nitta:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to
take a wander, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or read a book titled Technology and
Human Development (The Routledge Human Development and Capability Debates)? Maybe it is being best
activity for you. You understand beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can smarter
than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have different opinion?

Fred Howell:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV,
or playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity honestly, that is look
different you can read the book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you read you can
spent the entire day to reading a guide. The book Technology and Human Development (The Routledge
Human Development and Capability Debates) it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of
individuals who recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. In case you did not
have enough space to create this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this
book out of your smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book features high quality.

Carlee Smith:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many question for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some
people likes studying, not only science book but also novel and Technology and Human Development (The
Routledge Human Development and Capability Debates) or others sources were given know-how for you.
After you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science book was
created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those publications are helping them to add their
knowledge. In some other case, beside science book, any other book likes Technology and Human
Development (The Routledge Human Development and Capability Debates) to make your spare time a lot
more colorful. Many types of book like here.

Jacquelin Vasquez:

A lot of book has printed but it differs. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose the most
effective book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is referred to as of book
Technology and Human Development (The Routledge Human Development and Capability Debates). You
can include your knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make
you actually happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one



destination to other place.
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