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A NEW COLECTION OF STORIES FROM THE FOREFATHER OF THE JAPANESE LITERARY
COMICS MOVEMENT

In Fallen Words, Yoshihiro Tatsumi takes up the oral tradition of rakugo and breathes new life into it by
shifting the format from spoken word to manga. Each of the eight stories in the collection is lifted from the
Edo-era Japanese storytelling form. As Tatsumi notes in the afterword, the world of rakugo, filled with
mystery, emotion, revenge, hope, and, of course, love, overlaps perfectly with the world of Gekiga that he
has spent the better part of his life developing.

These slice-of-life stories resonate with modern readers thanks to their comedic elements and familiarity
with human idiosyncrasies. In one, a father finds his son too bookish and arranges for two workers to take
the young man to a brothel on the pretext of visiting a new shrine. In another particularly beloved rakugo
tale, a married man falls in love with a prostitute. When his wife finds out, she is enraged and sets a curse on
the other woman. The prostitute responds by cursing the wife, and the two escalate in a spiral of voodoo doll
cursing. Soon both are dead, but even death can't extinguish their jealousy.

Tatsumi's love of wordplay shines through in the telling of these whimsical stories, and yet he still offers
timeless insight into human nature.
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From reader reviews:

Luba Jacobs:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading behavior give you
lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the book
that will improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of reserve you read,
if you want drive more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want truly feel happy read one
using theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The actual Fallen Words is kind of e-book which is
giving the reader capricious experience.

Beth Ritchey:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a e-book you will get new information simply because book is one of several
ways to share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading a book will make anyone more
imaginative. When you reading a book especially hype book the author will bring you to imagine the story
how the personas do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this
Fallen Words, you are able to tells your family, friends and soon about yours publication. Your knowledge
can inspire others, make them reading a publication.

Francisco London:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always try to and must have the extra time or they will get great
deal of stress from both everyday life and work. So , once we ask do people have time, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not really a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity
are there when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then
do you ever try this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the book you
have read will be Fallen Words.

Kimberly Wheatley:

Is it you who having spare time and then spend it whole day by means of watching television programs or
just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Fallen Words can be the response, oh how comes?
A fresh book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your free time by reading in this new era is
common not a geek activity. So what these guides have than the others?
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