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Cannon Mills was once the country’s largest manufacturer of household textiles, and in many ways it
exemplified the textile industry and paternalism in the postbellum South. At the same time, however, its
particular brand of paternalism was much stronger and more enduring than elsewhere, and it remained in
place long after most of the industry had transitioned to modern, bureaucratic management.
     In Cannon Mills and Kannapolis, Tim Vanderburg critically examines the rise of the Cannon Mills textile
company and the North Carolina community that grew up around it. Beginning with the founding of the
company and the establishment of its mill town by James W. Cannon, the author draws on a wealth of
primary sources to show how, under Cannon’s paternalism, workers developed a collective identity and for
generations accepted the limits this paternalism placed on their freedom. After exploring the growth and
maturation of Cannon Mills against the backdrop of World War I and its aftermath, Vanderburg examines
the impact of the Great Depression and World War II and then analyzes the postwar market forces that, along
with federal policies and unionization, set in motion the industry’s shift from a paternalistic model to
bureaucratic authority. The final section of the book traces the decline of paternalism and the eventual
decline of Cannon Mills when the death of the founder’s son, Charles Cannon, led to three successive sales
of the company. Pillowtex, its final owner, filed for bankruptcy and was liquidated in 2003.
    Vanderburg uses Cannon Mills’s intriguing history to help answer some of the larger questions involving
industry and paternalism in the postbellum South. Complete with maps and historic photographs, this
authoritative, highly readable account of one company and the town it created adds a captivating layer of
complexity to our understanding of southern capitalism.
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From reader reviews:

Frances Lockhart:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this Cannon Mills and Kannapolis: Persistent
Paternalism in a Textile Town book written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book that
could be understand by anyone who read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, leaking every
ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still skepticism Cannon
Mills and Kannapolis: Persistent Paternalism in a Textile Town as good book not simply by the cover but
also from the content. This is one e-book that can break don't determine book by its cover, so do you still
needing another sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already told you
so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

David Kane:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information easier
to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon.
You can view that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. Often the book that recommended
to you personally is Cannon Mills and Kannapolis: Persistent Paternalism in a Textile Town this reserve
consist a lot of the information from the condition of this world now. This book was represented how do the
world has grown up. The words styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. The
particular writer made some research when he makes this book. That is why this book suitable all of you.

James Atkinson:

Beside this particular Cannon Mills and Kannapolis: Persistent Paternalism in a Textile Town in your phone,
it can give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge
you can got here is fresh from your oven so don't be worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow
town. It is good thing to have Cannon Mills and Kannapolis: Persistent Paternalism in a Textile Town
because this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you often have book but you would
not get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable
agreement here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss the
idea? Find this book along with read it from today!

Cheryl Reese:

As a pupil exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library in order to
make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's internal or
real their hobby. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to generally
there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring and also
can't see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we



know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this Cannon Mills and Kannapolis: Persistent Paternalism in a Textile Town can
make you feel more interested to read.
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