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THE theory of maxima and minima contains pitfalls into which have fallen such well-known mathematicians
as Lagrange, Bertrand, Serret, and Todhunter. A peculiar interest, therefore, is attached to the subject, and
the reader will find Prof. Hancock’s book well worth his study. Except that there is no reference to calculus
of variations, the author has succeeded in covering the ground fairly thoroughly, and that without allowing
the argument to be anywhere tedious. He gives many references, and a few quite interesting examples.

After a short investigation of maxima and minima of functions of a single variable, he gives in some detail
the methods of Scheeffer and von Dantscher, which introduced rigour into the discussion of functions of two
or three variables. The theory here is intimately connected with the theory of quadratic forms and
singularities of higher plane curves. The author seems not to have read such books as Bromwich’s
“Quadratic Forms,” Hilton’s “Linear Substitutions,” or Muth’s “Elementartheilar,” which would have
enabled him in places to simplify his treatment of quadratic forms. In tracing a plane curve near a singularity,
the author should have made use of Newton’s diagram. He should also have avoided such a phrase as “cusps
of the first and second kind,” which implies that the cusps in question are comparable. whereas the latter is a
singularity of much higher complexity than the former.

The chapter on relative maxima and minima is especially interesting. The discussion usually given in the
text-books is very scanty, and the fuller treatment here given is very welcome. A valuable point is made in
§§ 98—107. The usual proof that the maximum triangle inscribed in a given circle is equilateral runs as
follows: “If not, suppose ABC to be the greatest triangle. If AB+AC, let D bisect the arc BAC. Then the
triangle BDC>BAC, etc.” Is this argument admissible? The reader may compare the following reasoning,
due to an Italian author: “Unity is the greatest integer. For, if not, suppose n (not equal to x) the greatest.
Then n2 > n, etc.” The proofs run parallel, but the tacit assumption (a greatest triangle or integer exists) is
lawful in one case and not in the other.

—Nature, Vol. 102 [1919]
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From reader reviews:

Lydia Sanders:

Do you one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on guys
this kind of aren't like that. This Theory of Maxima and Minima book is readable by means of you who hate
those straight word style. You will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable looking at experience without
leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer regarding Theory of Maxima and
Minima content conveys objective easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not
different in the articles but it just different as it. So , do you continue to thinking Theory of Maxima and
Minima is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Catherine Poppe:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information presently can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even a problem. What people must be consider
whenever those information which is inside former life are challenging to be find than now is taking
seriously which one would work to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you get the unstable
resource then you buy it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen in you if you take Theory of Maxima and Minima as the daily resource
information.

John Tovar:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family, or
their very own friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic
inside the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to
fill your free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book may be option to fill your totally free time/ holiday. The
first thing you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to try look for book,
may be the book untitled Theory of Maxima and Minima can be fine book to read. May be it can be best
activity to you.

Elizabeth Acker:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many question for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people
likes looking at, not only science book but also novel and Theory of Maxima and Minima or maybe others
sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel wish to read more
and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those publications are
helping them to put their knowledge. In additional case, beside science book, any other book likes Theory of
Maxima and Minima to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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