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The ugly woman is a surprisingly common figure in Italian poetry, one that has been frequently appropriated
by male poetic imagination to depict moral, aesthetic, social, and racial boundaries. Mostly used between the
thirteenth and seventeenth centuries - from the invectives of Rustico Filippi, Franco Sacchetti, and
Burchiello, to the paradoxical praises of Francesco Berni, Niccolò Campani and Pietro Aretino, and further
to the conceited encomia of Giambattista Marino and Marinisti - the portrayal of female unattractiveness
was, argues Patrizia Bettella in The Ugly Woman, one way of figuring woman as 'other.'

Bettella shows how medieval female ugliness included transgressive types ranging from the lustful old hag,
to the slanderer, the wild woman, the heretic/witch, and the prostitute, whereas Early Modern
unattractiveness targeted peasants, mountain dwellers, and black slaves: marginal women whose bodies and
manners subvert aesthetic precepts of culturally normative beauty and propriety. Taking a philological and
feminist approach, and drawing on the Bakhtinian concept of the grotesque body and on the poetics of
transgression, The Ugly Woman is a unique look at the essential counterdiscourse of the celebrated Italian
poetic canon and a valuable contribution to the study of women in literature.
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From reader reviews:

Arthur Sanchez:

Do you one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys this
specific aren't like that. This The Ugly Woman: Transgressive Aesthetic Models in Italian Poetry from the
Middle Ages to the Baroque (Toronto Italian Studies) book is readable through you who hate the straight
word style. You will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable examining experience without
leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer regarding The Ugly Woman:
Transgressive Aesthetic Models in Italian Poetry from the Middle Ages to the Baroque (Toronto Italian
Studies) content conveys the idea easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not
different in the written content but it just different such as it. So , do you even now thinking The Ugly
Woman: Transgressive Aesthetic Models in Italian Poetry from the Middle Ages to the Baroque (Toronto
Italian Studies) is not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Jodi Dauphin:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new
data. When you read a guide you will get new information since book is one of a number of ways to share
the information or perhaps their idea. Second, looking at a book will make anyone more imaginative. When
you reading a book especially fiction book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the character
types do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to some others. When you read this The Ugly
Woman: Transgressive Aesthetic Models in Italian Poetry from the Middle Ages to the Baroque (Toronto
Italian Studies), you could tells your family, friends along with soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge
can inspire others, make them reading a publication.

Lisa Martin:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't judge book by its protect may doesn't work
is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside search likes.
Maybe you answer might be The Ugly Woman: Transgressive Aesthetic Models in Italian Poetry from the
Middle Ages to the Baroque (Toronto Italian Studies) why because the amazing cover that make you
consider regarding the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside as
well as cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Juanita Stoneman:

You may spend your free time to read this book this guide. This The Ugly Woman: Transgressive Aesthetic
Models in Italian Poetry from the Middle Ages to the Baroque (Toronto Italian Studies) is simple to bring
you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not possess much space to



bring the actual printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can
save the particular book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys
this book.
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