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Restoring the role of theatrical performance as both subject and trope in the aesthetics of self-representation,
Staging the Artist questions how nineteenth-century French and Belgian artists self-consciously fashioned
their identities through their art and writings. This emphasis on performance allows for a new understanding
of the processes of self-fashioning which underlie self-representation in word and image. Claire Moran offers
new interpretations of works by major nineteenth-century figures such as Paul Gauguin and Edgar Degas,
and addresses the neglected topic of the function of theatre in the development of modern visual art.
Incarnating Baudelaire's metaphor of the artist as an actor ever-conscious of his role, the artists discussed
"Courbet, Ensor and Van Gogh, among others" employed theatre as both a thematic source and formal
inspiration in their painting, writings and social behaviour. Moran argues that what renders this visual,
literary and social performance modern is its self-consciousness, which in turn serves as a model with which
to challenge pictorial convention. This book suggests that tracing modern performance and artistic identity to
the nineteenth century provides a greater understanding not only of the significance of theatre in the
development of modern art, but also highlights the self-conscious staging inherent to modern artistic identity.
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From reader reviews:

Bobby House:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try and pick
one book that you find out the inside because don't judge book by its handle may doesn't work the following
is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the outside appear
likes. Maybe you answer could be Staging the Artist: Performance and the Self-Portrait from Realism to
Expressionism why because the wonderful cover that make you consider about the content will not
disappoint an individual. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading
6th sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Lee Parkin:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind ability or
thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book than can satisfy
your short space of time to read it because this time you only find publication that need more time to be read.
Staging the Artist: Performance and the Self-Portrait from Realism to Expressionism can be your answer
because it can be read by you actually who have those short free time problems.

Lily McDermott:

Many people spending their period by playing outside along with friends, fun activity along with family or
just watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by reading through a
book. Ugh, do you think reading a book can really hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It
okay you can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Staging the Artist:
Performance and the Self-Portrait from Realism to Expressionism which is obtaining the e-book version. So ,
try out this book? Let's find.

Lorenzo Maskell:

Some people said that they feel weary when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt the idea when they
get a half elements of the book. You can choose the book Staging the Artist: Performance and the Self-
Portrait from Realism to Expressionism to make your current reading is interesting. Your own personal skill
of reading skill is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to learn
it and mingle the idea about book and examining especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to
open up a book and learn it. Beside that the guide Staging the Artist: Performance and the Self-Portrait from
Realism to Expressionism can to be a newly purchased friend when you're experience alone and confuse
using what must you're doing of the time.
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