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One response to the current crisis in medicine -- indicated by large variations in practice and skyrocketing
costs -- has been a call for the rationalizing of medical practice through decision-support techniques. These
tools, which include protocols, decision analysis, and expert systems, have generated much debate.
Advocates argue that the tools will make medical practice more rational, uniform, and efficient: that they
will transform the "art" of medical work into a "science." Critics within medicine, as well as those in
philosophy and science studies, question the feasibility and desirability of the tools. They argue that formal
tools cannot and should not supplant humans in most real-life tasks.

Marc Berg takes the issues raised by advocates and critics as points of departure for investigation, rather than
as positions to choose from. Drawing on insights and methodologies from science and technology studies, he
attempts to understand what "rationalizing medical practices" means: what these tools do and how they work
in concrete medical practices. Rather than take a stand for or against decision-support techniques, he shows
how medical practices are transformed through these tools; this helps the reader to see what is gained and
what is lost.

The book investigates how new discourses on medical work and its problems are linked to the development
of these tools, and it studies the construction of several individual technologies. It looks at what medical
work consists of and how these new technologies figure in and transform the work. Although the book
focuses on decision-support techniques in the field of medicine, the issues raised are relevant wherever
rationalizing techniques are being debated or constructed. Touching upon broader issues of standardization,
universality, localization, and the politics of technology, the book addresses core problems in medical
sociology, technology studies, and tool design.
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From reader reviews:

Waldo Gates:

This book untitled Rationalizing Medical Work: Decision Support Techniques and Medical Practices (Inside
Technology) to be one of several books in which best seller in this year, that is because when you read this
book you can get a lot of benefit in it. You will easily to buy this kind of book in the book retail outlet or you
can order it by using online. The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to
read this book, as you can read this book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason for you to past this book
from your list.

Kay Roberts:

Rationalizing Medical Work: Decision Support Techniques and Medical Practices (Inside Technology) can
be one of your beginner books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this book
has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
nevertheless delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort to get every word into delight
arrangement in writing Rationalizing Medical Work: Decision Support Techniques and Medical Practices
(Inside Technology) but doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm
resource details that maybe you can be one among it. This great information can drawn you into brand new
stage of crucial imagining.

Marcos Hawkins:

You can spend your free time you just read this book this e-book. This Rationalizing Medical Work:
Decision Support Techniques and Medical Practices (Inside Technology) is simple bringing you can read it
in the recreation area, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not have got much space to bring the
actual printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save the book in
your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Betty Patton:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our expertise for everything. By a publication we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. This publication Rationalizing Medical Work: Decision Support Techniques and
Medical Practices (Inside Technology) was filled about science. Spend your time to add your knowledge
about your science competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading the book. If you know how
big advantage of a book, you can sense enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like today, many ways to
get book you wanted.
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