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'Suddently, at about one o'clock in the morning, there was a sharp, unbearably explicit knock on the door.
'They've come for Osip', I said'. In 1933 the poet Osip Mandelstam- friend to Boris Pasternak and Anna
Akhmatova- wrote a spirited satire denouncing Josef Stalin. It proved to be a sixteen-line death sentence. For
his one act of defiance he was arrested by the Cheka, the secret police, interrogated, exiled and eventually re-
arrested. He died en route to one of Stalin's labour camps. His wife, Nadezhda (1899-1980) was with him on
both occasions when he was arrested, and she loyally accompanied him into exile in the Urals, where he
wrote his last great poems. Although his mind had been unbalanced by his ordeal in prison, his spirit
remained unbroken. Eager to solve 'the Mandelstam problem', the Soviet authorities invited the couple to
stay in a rest home near Moscow. Nadezhda saw it as an opportunity for her husband to mend his shattered
life, but it was a trap and he was arrested for the last time. 'My case will never be closed', Osip once said, and
it is mostly through the courageous efforts of Nadezhda that his memory has been preserved. Hope against
Hope, her first volume of memoirs, is a vivid and disturbing account of her last four years with her husband,
the efforts she made to secure his release, to rescue his manuscripts from oblivion, and later, tragically, to
discover the truth about his mysterious death. It is also a harrowing, first-hand account of how Stalin and his
henchmen persecuted Russia's literary intelligentsia in the 1930s and beyond. Nadezhda Mandelstam spent
most of the Second World War in Tashkent, living with her friend Akhmatova. Only in 1964 was she at last
granted permission to return to Moscow. Here she began Hope against Hope, and later Hope Abandoned, the
two memoirs of her life.
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From reader reviews:

Jane Cuellar:

In other case, little people like to read book Hope Against Hope (Harvill Press Editions). You can choose the
best book if you like reading a book. As long as we know about how is important a book Hope Against Hope
(Harvill Press Editions). You can add expertise and of course you can around the world with a book.
Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can learn everything! From your country till foreign or
abroad you will end up known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we
can easily open a book or maybe searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You should use it when
you feel bored to go to the library. Let's go through.

Brandon Li:

The particular book Hope Against Hope (Harvill Press Editions) will bring one to the new experience of
reading any book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. When you try to find new book to read,
this book very ideal to you. The book Hope Against Hope (Harvill Press Editions) is much recommended to
you to see. You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Carmelita Ratliff:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information better to
share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon. You will see
that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The particular book that recommended to you
personally is Hope Against Hope (Harvill Press Editions) this reserve consist a lot of the information from
the condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented how does the world has grown up. The
words styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made some analysis when he
makes this book. Here is why this book ideal all of you.

Opal Moffett:

You can obtain this Hope Against Hope (Harvill Press Editions) by visit the bookstore or Mall. Just simply
viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve issue if you get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this
book are various. Not only simply by written or printed but can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the
modern era including now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching what your problem.
Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your book. It is most important to arrange
yourself to make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.
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