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A CULTURAL GUIDE TO A REGION ON THE EDGE OF EUROPE THAT HAS BEEN VISITED BY
THE ROMANS, FRANKS, VIKINGS, ANGLO-SAXONS AND GERMANS

Brittany's richly layered landscape has contributed depth and character to the region's traditional oral culture,
from stories of the sea and shore to tales of misty moors, sacred hill-tops and secretive forests. Evangelizing
Dark Age saints from Britain laid the foundations of Breton language and society, imposing Christianity on
the landscape and in the minds of the people. Their legacy rests visually in the prolific spread of chapels,
churches and cathedrals, and the Celtic language still preserved with pride.

Right on the edge of Europe, the region has been vulnerable to assault and exploitation. Franks, Vikings,
English, Germans have all made their mark, resisted at every turn with resilience. The problematic
relationship with neighboring France before and after Union in 1532 has left wounds to this day. The
rapacity of the ancient régime was followed by deprivation of privileges during the Revolution, attacks on
religion and subsequent suppression of the Breton language which struck at the very heart of Brittany.

The nineteenth century combined economic stagnation with growing interest in Celtic roots, fueling the
search for that ultimate chimera: Breton identity. Historians and poets began to assert the distinct character of
the region, while foreign travelers also left accounts of a people speaking an unfathomable language and
appearing a race apart. This "primitivism" coupled with the lure of the mysterious megaliths created an
image of wild exoticism, and made Brittany a prime target for tourists and artists.

Today the past is perpetuated and the future welcomed in a packed festival calendar of Celtic music and
Breton culture. Yet for all its modernity, Brittany remains as intensely complex and challenging to
preconceived notions as ever.

- Landscape and legends: Marches of Brittany; Druids and megaliths; St-Malo and sea adventures; mysteries
of the Monts d'Arrée; Merlin in the Forêt de Brocéliande.

- Complexity and ambiguity: part of France yet a separate world; nationalism, regionalism, resistance, unity
and division of language; four departments or five?

- Writers and artists: Chaucer, Balzac, Hugo, Flaubert, Ernest Renan, Thomas Adolphus Trollope, Arthur de
la Borderie, Mathurin Méheut, Max Jacob, Yves Tanguy.
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From reader reviews:

Daniel Butler:

This Brittany: A Cultural History (Interlink Cultural Histories) book is just not ordinary book, you have it
then the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book will be information inside this
e-book incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will
get. This kind of Brittany: A Cultural History (Interlink Cultural Histories) without we comprehend teach the
one who looking at it become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't end up being worry Brittany: A
Cultural History (Interlink Cultural Histories) can bring any time you are and not make your handbag space
or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This
Brittany: A Cultural History (Interlink Cultural Histories) having great arrangement in word and layout, so
you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Gloria Wells:

The guide with title Brittany: A Cultural History (Interlink Cultural Histories) contains a lot of information
that you can understand it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. This particular book exist new
expertise the information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world currently. That is
important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you within
new era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read it anywhere
you want.

Ella Norman:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book particularly book entitled
Brittany: A Cultural History (Interlink Cultural Histories) the mind will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in each and every aspect that maybe not known for but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging
each and every word written in a reserve then become one web form conclusion and explanation this maybe
you never get previous to. The Brittany: A Cultural History (Interlink Cultural Histories) giving you yet
another experience more than blown away your head but also giving you useful details for your better life
with this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind will be pleased when
you are finished looking at it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending
spare time activity?

Herman Jenkins:

That book can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Brittany: A Cultural History (Interlink Cultural
Histories) was vibrant and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Brittany: A Cultural
History (Interlink Cultural Histories) has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until young adults. For
example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and feel that you are the character on there. So , not at
all of book tend to be make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best



book in your case and try to like reading that.
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