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In 1962, boxing writers and fans considered Cassius Clay an obnoxious self-promoter, and few believed that
he would become the heavyweight champion of the world. But Malcolm X, the most famous minister in the
Nation of Islam—a sect many white Americans deemed a hate cult—saw the potential in Clay, not just for
boxing greatness, but as a means of spreading the Nation's message. The two became fast friends, keeping
their interactions secret from the press for fear of jeopardizing Clay's career. Clay began living a double
life—a patriotic “good Negro” in public, and a radical reformer behind the scenes. Soon, however, their
friendship would sour, with disastrous and far-reaching consequences.

Based on previously untapped sources, from Malcolm's personal papers to FBI records, Blood Brothers is the
first book to offer an in-depth portrait of this complex bond. Acclaimed historians Randy Roberts and Johnny
Smith reconstruct the worlds that shaped Malcolm and Clay, from the boxing arenas and mosques, to
postwar New York and civil rights–era Miami. In an impressively detailed account, they reveal how
Malcolm molded Cassius Clay into Muhammad Ali, helping him become an international symbol of black
pride and black independence. Yet when Malcolm was barred from the Nation for criticizing the
philandering of its leader, Elijah Muhammad, Ali turned his back on Malcolm—a choice that tragically
contributed to the latter's assassination in February 1965.

Malcolm's death marked the end of a critical phase of the civil rights movement, but the legacy of his
friendship with Ali has endured. We inhabit a new era where the roles of entertainer and activist, of sports
and politics, are more entwined than ever before. Blood Brothers is the story of how Ali redefined what it
means to be a black athlete in America—after Malcolm first enlightened him. An extraordinary narrative of
love and deep affection, as well as deceit, betrayal, and violence, this story is a window into the public and
private lives of two of our greatest national icons, and the tumultuous period in American history that they
helped to shape.
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From reader reviews:

Eleanor Hayes:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Sure, you
can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to
take a walk, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or even read a book entitled Blood
Brothers: The Fatal Friendship Between Muhammad Ali and Malcolm X? Maybe it is being best activity for
you. You understand beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can more
intelligent than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have other opinion?

Frances Coffey:

The knowledge that you get from Blood Brothers: The Fatal Friendship Between Muhammad Ali and
Malcolm X is the more deep you searching the information that hide in the words the more you get
considering reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to be aware of but Blood Brothers: The Fatal
Friendship Between Muhammad Ali and Malcolm X giving you excitement feeling of reading. The author
conveys their point in selected way that can be understood by anyone who read the item because the author
of this guide is well-known enough. This book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. So it is
easy to understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We
recommend you for having this kind of Blood Brothers: The Fatal Friendship Between Muhammad Ali and
Malcolm X instantly.

James Snider:

Beside this specific Blood Brothers: The Fatal Friendship Between Muhammad Ali and Malcolm X in your
phone, it might give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the
knowledge you may got here is fresh through the oven so don't be worry if you feel like an older people live
in narrow town. It is good thing to have Blood Brothers: The Fatal Friendship Between Muhammad Ali and
Malcolm X because this book offers for you readable information. Do you at times have book but you don't
get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this in your hand. The
Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to
miss the idea? Find this book as well as read it from today!

Robert Marshall:

Is it an individual who having spare time then spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or
just lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Blood Brothers: The Fatal Friendship
Between Muhammad Ali and Malcolm X can be the reply, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are
and so out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this brand new era is common not a nerd activity.
So what these ebooks have than the others?
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