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In The Winter's Tale, Antigonus announces that his ship has washed up on the shores of Bohemia. How and
why landlocked Bohemia? Did Shakespeare not know his geography, or is something else at work here?
Alfred Thomas answers these questions by exploring cross-cultural interactions between England and
Bohemia from the fourteenth to the early seventeenth century. He is interested less in the diplomacy and
politics of this history than in the images?the shifting blends of fact and fiction?that each of the two cultures
nourished about the other. Although Thomas gives original readings of famous English texts by Chaucer and
Shakespeare, this is also a book about Czech writers and travelers; one Czech expatriate, Anne of Bohemia,
became Queen of England. For both countries these were decades of religious and dynastic turbulence, and
Thomas's analyses of the relations between Wyclif and Hus, Lollards and Hussites, help us to understand
why Bohemia was viewed as an almost utopian land of refuge ("a blessed shore" on which a ship might wash
up) for persecuted English men and women. Of particular interest is his analysis of the ways in which
English court culture emulated that of Prague, which was an imperial seat at a time when England was still a
peripheral place with little influence on the heart of Europe. Thomas shows that the relationship between the
two cultures was never a straightforward one, but a mirror-like formation in which each saw the other
"through the distorted and subjective effect of its own reflection."
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From reader reviews:

Gail Rodriguez:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important work, like looking
for your favorite publication and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you
can add your knowledge by the e-book entitled A Blessed Shore: England and Bohemia from Chaucer to
Shakespeare. Try to face the book A Blessed Shore: England and Bohemia from Chaucer to Shakespeare as
your buddy. It means that it can to get your friend when you experience alone and beside that of course make
you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you considerably more
confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , let us make new experience and knowledge
with this book.

Michelle Jennings:

Book is usually written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
guide. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important issue to bring us around the world.
Beside that you can your reading talent was fluently. A reserve A Blessed Shore: England and Bohemia from
Chaucer to Shakespeare will make you to become smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if you
can know about every thing. But some of you think which open or reading any book make you bored. It is far
from make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or appropriate
book with you?

Christy Fowler:

This book untitled A Blessed Shore: England and Bohemia from Chaucer to Shakespeare to be one of several
books this best seller in this year, that's because when you read this publication you can get a lot of benefit
into it. You will easily to buy this book in the book retail store or you can order it by means of online. The
publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, since you can read this book
in your Smartphone. So there is no reason to your account to past this reserve from your list.

Gary Lund:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library in order
to make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's soul or
real their hobby. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to generally there
but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring and also can't
see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know
that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , this A Blessed Shore: England and Bohemia from Chaucer to Shakespeare can
make you truly feel more interested to read.
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