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The Chieftain was the British Army's Main Battle Tank for twenty years, first entering service with the 11th
Hussars in 1966. One of the first true Main Battle Tanks, it was designed to replace both medium
(Centurion) and heavy (Conqueror) tanks in front line service and provided the backbone of the British
Army's heavy armour at the height of the Cold War. It incorporated a lot of revolutionary design features,
although some did not work as well as expected. For example, in order to reduce height the driver lay in a
reclining position and changed gear with his foot. The L11 120mm gun used a self-combusting bagged
charge instead of a brass cartridge case (the gun proved to be highly successful); and the tank was powered
by a multi-fuel engine. The Chieftain was continually upgraded during its service life: later marks were fitted
with a laser rangefinder; a computerised fire-control system (IFCS), thermal sights (TOGS) and additional
compound armour on the front of the turret and around the driver's hatch (so-called Stillbrew armour). The
L60 engine was continually modified and improved to increase its output and reliability. The end result of all
these changes was a formidable AFV. The Chieftain hull was also used for a range of specialised AFVs,
including armoured recovery vehicles (ARV and ARRV), bridge layers (AVLB) and combat engineering
tanks (AVRE). A total of more than 2,200 Chieftains of all types were manufactured by the Royal Ordnance
Factories and Vickers Ltd. Some 900 of these served with the British Army while the remaining 1,300 tanks
were exported to Iran, Jordan, Kuwait and the Oman. Chieftains saw their share of combat with the Iranian
Army in the 1980s when they engaged Iraqi tanks during the Iran-Iraq War, while Kuwaiti Chieftains fought
the Iraqi Army during the invasion of Kuwait in 1990. Chieftain gun tanks were withdrawn from front-line
service with the British Army during the late 1980s and early 1990s, but Chieftain recovery and combat
engineering vehicles served with the British Army during the operations to liberate Kuwait in 1991 (Desert
Storm).
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From reader reviews:

Antonio Haynie:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the headline Chieftain Main
Battle Tank 1966 to present: An insight into the design, construction, operation and maintenance of the
British Army's Cold War-era Main Battle Tank (Owners' Workshop Manual) suitable to you? Often the book
was written by popular writer in this era. The particular book untitled Chieftain Main Battle Tank 1966 to
present: An insight into the design, construction, operation and maintenance of the British Army's Cold War-
era Main Battle Tank (Owners' Workshop Manual)is the main of several books which everyone read now.
That book was inspired many men and women in the world. When you read this publication you will enter
the new way of measuring that you ever know prior to. The author explained their idea in the simple way,
consequently all of people can easily to understand the core of this e-book. This book will give you a lots of
information about this world now. So you can see the represented of the world within this book.

Ardith Bobo:

Precisely why? Because this Chieftain Main Battle Tank 1966 to present: An insight into the design,
construction, operation and maintenance of the British Army's Cold War-era Main Battle Tank (Owners'
Workshop Manual) is an unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap it but latter it
will zap you with the secret that inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who have write the
book in such wonderful way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining means but still
convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this ever again or
you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book have such as
help improving your expertise and your critical thinking way. So , still want to delay having that book? If I
ended up you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Shad Broussard:

That book can make you to feel relax. This specific book Chieftain Main Battle Tank 1966 to present: An
insight into the design, construction, operation and maintenance of the British Army's Cold War-era Main
Battle Tank (Owners' Workshop Manual) was colourful and of course has pictures on the website. As we
know that book Chieftain Main Battle Tank 1966 to present: An insight into the design, construction,
operation and maintenance of the British Army's Cold War-era Main Battle Tank (Owners' Workshop
Manual) has many kinds or category. Start from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or Private eye
Conan you can read and think that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are usually
make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book for yourself and
try to like reading in which.



Ronnie Chaney:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is composed or printed or illustrated from each source this filled update of
news. On this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media
social similar to newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You
can add your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
trying to find the Chieftain Main Battle Tank 1966 to present: An insight into the design, construction,
operation and maintenance of the British Army's Cold War-era Main Battle Tank (Owners' Workshop
Manual) when you required it?
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