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Of the thousands of people who escaped through the Pyrenees during World War II, at least one hundred
owe their lives to a daring scheme that Belgian Charles Schepens masterminded in Mendive, a remote
Basque village near the French-Spanish border. The story of this near-miraculous resistance effort, an epic
undertaking carried out in plain view of the Nazis, is recounted in full for the first time in The Surgeon and
the Shepherd, an incredible, true tale of wartime heroism.

In 1942, in coordination with the Belgian resistance, Schepens stage-managed a highly secret information
and evacuation service through the counterfeit operation of a back-country lumbering enterprise. This book
traces Schepens’s gradual transformation from an apolitical young ophthalmologist into double agent
“Jacques Pérot,” and his emergence in the postwar period as a modern folk hero to the residents of Mendive.
Woven into the account are the stories of a remarkable international cast of characters, most notably the
Basque shepherd Jean Sarochar, regarded as a local misfit, with whom Schepens formed his most unlikely
partnership and an enduring friendship.

Part biography, part spy tale, part cultural study, The Surgeon and the Shepherd is based on more than ten
years of oral history research. The saga of a Belgian “first resister” who, by posing as a collaborator,
successfully duped both the Germans and the local French Basque population, it offers a powerful and
illuminating picture of moral and physical courage.
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From reader reviews:

David Pimentel:

Inside other case, little people like to read book The Surgeon and the Shepherd: Two Resistance Heroes in
Vichy France. You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. Providing we know about how is
important the book The Surgeon and the Shepherd: Two Resistance Heroes in Vichy France. You can add
knowledge and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, simply because from book
you can learn everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple
matter until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or maybe
searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel fed up to go to the library.
Let's go through.

Beverly McKeever:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material if you want something
to explain what you problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man or woman? If you don't have
spare time to perform others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you have time?
What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They must answer that question simply because just
their can do that. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is proper. Because start
from on guardería until university need that The Surgeon and the Shepherd: Two Resistance Heroes in Vichy
France to read.

George Sanders:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive currently,
people have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and
notice through surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated this for a while is
reading. Yep, by reading a guide your ability to survive boost then having chance to stand up than other is
high. For you who want to start reading a book, we give you this The Surgeon and the Shepherd: Two
Resistance Heroes in Vichy France book as basic and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is
more than just a book.

Bess Cook:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will
make someone to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information
easier to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, newspaper,
book, and soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The actual
book that recommended for your requirements is The Surgeon and the Shepherd: Two Resistance Heroes in
Vichy France this book consist a lot of the information with the condition of this world now. That book was
represented how do the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer value to explain it is easy to



understand. The particular writer made some investigation when he makes this book. Here is why this book
appropriate all of you.
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