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Fujiwara no Teika (1162–1241) was born into an illustrious lineage of poets just as Japan’s ancien régime
was ceding authority to a new political order dominated by military power. Overcoming personal and
political setbacks, Teika and his allies championed a new style of poetry that managed to innovate
conceptually and linguistically within the narrow confines of the waka tradition and the limits of its thirty-
one syllable form. Backed by powerful patrons, Teika emerged finally as the supreme arbiter of poetry in his
time, serving as co-compiler of the eighth imperial anthology of waka, Shin Kokinsh? (ca. 1210) and as solo
compiler of the ninth.

This first book-length study of Teika in English covers the most important and intriguing aspects of Teika’s
achievements and career, seeking the reasons behind Teika’s fame and offering distinctive arguments about
his oeuvre. A documentary biography sets the stage with valuable context about his fascinating life and
times, followed by an exploration of his “Bodhidharma style,” as Teika’s critics pejoratively termed the new
style of poetry. His beliefs about poetry are systematically elaborated through a thorough overview of his
writing about waka. Teika’s understanding of classical Chinese history, literature, and language is the focus
of a separate chapter that examines the selective use of kana, the Japanese phonetic syllabary, in Teika’s
diary, which was written mainly in kanbun, a Japanese version of classical Chinese. The final chapter
surveys the reception history of Teika’s biography and literary works, from his own time into the modern
period. Sometimes venerated as demigod of poetry, other times denigrated as an arrogant, inscrutable poet,
Teika seldom inspired lukewarm reactions in his readers.

Courtier, waka poet, compiler, copyist, editor, diarist, and critic, Teika is recognized today as one of the most
influential poets in the history of Japanese literature. His oeuvre includes over four thousand waka poems,
his diary, Meigetsuki, which he kept for over fifty years, and a fictional tale set in Tang-dynasty China. Over
fifteen years in the making, Teika is essential reading for anyone interested in Japanese poetry, the history of
Japan, and traditional Japanese culture.
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From reader reviews:

Leticia Simmons:

Reading a book being new life style in this yr; every people loves to read a book. When you read a book you
can get a lots of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, simply because book
has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book that you have
read. If you need to get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if you act like
you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, and also soon. The
Teika: The Life and Works of a Medieval Japanese Poet offer you a new experience in examining a book.

Donald Lester:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our information for everything. By a e-book we can
know everything you want. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every
year seemed to be exactly added. This e-book Teika: The Life and Works of a Medieval Japanese Poet was
filled about science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines
competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading the book. If you know how big benefit from a
book, you can feel enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book that
you simply wanted.

Louis Chavez:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book had been rare? Why so
many problem for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some people likes
reading, not only science book but in addition novel and Teika: The Life and Works of a Medieval Japanese
Poet as well as others sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the truly amazing a
book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher as well as students
especially. Those books are helping them to increase their knowledge. In different case, beside science
reserve, any other book likes Teika: The Life and Works of a Medieval Japanese Poet to make your spare
time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like this one.

Ralph Smith:

Publication is one of source of understanding. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen will need book to know the change information of year for you to year. As we
know those textbooks have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, can bring us to around the
world. With the book Teika: The Life and Works of a Medieval Japanese Poet we can acquire more
advantage. Don't that you be creative people? To become creative person must like to read a book. Only
choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life with this book
Teika: The Life and Works of a Medieval Japanese Poet. You can more desirable than now.
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