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Modern readings of ancient Athenian drama tend to view it as a presentation of social or moral problems, as
if ancient drama showed the same realism seen on the present-day stage. Such views are belied by the plays
themselves, in which supremely violent actions occur in a legendary time and place distinct both from reality
and from the ethics of ordinary life. Offering fresh readings of Attic tragedy, Anne Pippin Burnett urges
readers to peel away twentieth-century attitudes toward vengeance and reconsider the revenge tragedies of
ancient Athens in their own context.

After a consideration of how our view of Elizabethan drama has obscured an accurate view of the ancient
tragedies, Burnett reviews early Greek notions of vengeance as expressed in the Odyssey, Heracles' tales,
Pindar's odes, Attic judicial processes, and the legend of Harmodius and Aristogeiton. Then, setting aside
post-Platonic and Judeo-Christian notions of criminality, she provides new interpretations of all the Attic
tragedies in which revenge is a central theme: Aeschylus' Libation Bearers, Sophocles' Ajax, Electra, and
Tereus, and Euripides' Children of Heracles, Hecuba, Medea, Electra, and Orestes.

Burnett shows that for the ancients, revenge meant a redress of imbalances in both human and divine worlds,
achieved through human actions. The vengeful heroines thus appear in a new light. Electra, Hecuba, Medea,
and others cease to be the picture of depravity in dramas that are grotesque and sensational, and are instead
representative human figures who respond with grandeur to the outsize demands of necessity and
supernatural powers.
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From reader reviews:

Anthony Russell:

The event that you get from Revenge in Attic and Later Tragedy is the more deep you searching the
information that hide into the words the more you get considering reading it. It does not mean that this book
is hard to recognise but Revenge in Attic and Later Tragedy giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The
author conveys their point in certain way that can be understood by anyone who read it because the author of
this reserve is well-known enough. This book also makes your vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy
to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you
for having this specific Revenge in Attic and Later Tragedy instantly.

Helen Samuel:

The e-book untitled Revenge in Attic and Later Tragedy is the e-book that recommended to you to see. You
can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to an individual. The language that writer use to
explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article writer was did a lot of analysis when write the
book, so the information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book of
Revenge in Attic and Later Tragedy from the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Joan Freeman:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to decide on book
like comic, quick story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not hoping Revenge in Attic and Later
Tragedy that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading routine all
over the world can be said as the method for people to know world much better then how they react towards
the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky man but for all of you who
wants to be success person. So , for all of you who want to start reading as your good habit, you could pick
Revenge in Attic and Later Tragedy become your own starter.

Ryan Moore:

Is it an individual who having spare time in that case spend it whole day through watching television
programs or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Revenge in Attic and
Later Tragedy can be the answer, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are consequently out of
date, spending your time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a geek activity. So what these
books have than the others?
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