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An examination of the tumultuous inner life of this poet and writerHe was a close friend of T. S. Eliot,
deeply admired by C. S. Lewis, inspirational for W. H. Auden in his journey to faith, and a literary sparring
partner for J. R. R. Tolkien. Yet half a century after his death, much of Charles Williams’s life and work
remains an enigma. The questions that arose from his immersion in Rosicrucian and hermetic culture and
ideology—central to understanding Williams’s thought and art remain provocatively unexplored.For a
decade of his early adulthood, Williams was a member of the Fellowship of the Rosy Cross, a form of neo-
Rosicrucianism. There is widespread confusion about its nature, which is to be expected given that this was a
semisecret society. Though Williams left his formal association with it behind, it enriched and informed his
imaginative world with a hermetic myth that expressed itself in an underlying ideology and metaphysics.In
Charles Williams: Alchemy and Integration, Gavin Ashenden explores both the history behind the myths and
metaphysics Williams was to make his own and the hermetic culture that influenced him. He examines and
interprets its expressions in Williams’s novels, poetry, and the development of his ideas and relates these
elements to Williams’s unpublished letters to his platonic lover, Celia, written toward the end of his life.
Since one of the foremost ideas in Williams’s work is the interdependence or co-inherence of both our
humanity and the creation, understanding the extent to which he lived and achieved this in his own life is
important. Williams’s private correspondence with Celia is of particular interest both for its own sake, since
it was previously unknown, and for the insight it offers into his personality and muse.
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From reader reviews:

Tom Burkhardt:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading addiction
give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the
book which improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of guide you
read, if you want attract knowledge just go with training books but if you want experience happy read one
using theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. Typically the Charles Williams: Alchemy and
Integration is kind of e-book which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Rose Bennett:

You could spend your free time to read this book this book. This Charles Williams: Alchemy and Integration
is simple to bring you can read it in the area, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not possess much
space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you better to read it.
You can save typically the book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one
buys this book.

Bernadine Parker:

Book is one of source of understanding. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students and
also native or citizen need book to know the update information of year to help year. As we know those
textbooks have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the
world. From the book Charles Williams: Alchemy and Integration we can take more advantage. Don't you to
definitely be creative people? To become creative person must choose to read a book. Just simply choose the
best book that ideal with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life by this book Charles
Williams: Alchemy and Integration. You can more desirable than now.

Christopher Small:

Many people said that they feel bored when they reading a book. They are directly felt the idea when they
get a half portions of the book. You can choose typically the book Charles Williams: Alchemy and
Integration to make your current reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading ability is developing
when you such as reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the
feeling about book and reading through especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to wide open a
book and examine it. Beside that the e-book Charles Williams: Alchemy and Integration can to be your
brand-new friend when you're feel alone and confuse using what must you're doing of that time.
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