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The author of this work, Louis (Léon-César) Faidherbe was recalled to France, from Africa, after the disaster
of Sedan, and on 18 November 1870 given command of the so-called Army of the North. As a native of the
region and a staunch republican, Faidherbe was a natural choice as commander, despite his lack of combat
experience. Moreover, he was a modest man, almost painfully honest and well aware that the raw material
with which he had to fashion his army was most inadequate. Nonetheless, by the end of 1870 Faidherbe had
made fairly good progress, although not to the extent he wished when government pressure to link up with
the army in Paris increased by the end of November. However, he dutifully moved south and engineered a
striking success by capturing the fortress of Ham, thereby cutting German rail communications to the west
and threatening their rear areas. The German reaction was belated, but on 23 December Faidherbe was able
to fight a partly successful delaying action east of Amiens. However, he realized his troops were fast
deteriorating in the wintry weather and that German reinforcements were coming in, and so he withdrew
north to Arras.

His next task was set as the relief of the important fortress of Péronne, then besieged by the Germans, and in
a series of closely contested fights around Bapaume on 3 January 1871 the French made some progress.
However, Faidherbe did not feel his troops up to further effort and withdrew northwest; perhaps not the best
decision under the circumstances, for the Germans too were weak and were preparing to lift the siege of
Péronne, but it was a consistent one for Faidherbe. In fact, Péronne capitulated on the 9th. Once more the
government stressed to him the necessity of doing something to divert the German efforts at Paris, and
Faidherbe determined on a move southeast to cut across German communications. The movement was
unfortunately not the easiest, and it was made more difficult in that the French army was marching across the
front of the German forces, who could readily observe and harass it. Moreover, the terrible winter weather
and the poor condition of Faidherbe's troops complicated the maneuver, and by the time Faidherbe's army
arrived around Saint-Quentin the Germans had anticipated it. All that the French could do on 19 January was
to fight another defensive battle in and around the town against attacks from the south and west. Faidherbe's
men fought well in parts, but their morale was low, and in spite of their numerical superiority they were
forced into a disorderly retreat, shedding refugees with every mile, until once more they were under the
shelter of the fortresses. There they remained until the war ended.

This is a translation of Faidherbe's slim volume entitled Campagne de l'Armée du Nord published in 1872. It
sets out in some detail the operations of the Army of the North and includes many appendices which give
supporting evidence and documents. Certain of Faidherbe's opinions were not shared by his principal later
German opponent, General August von Goeben, and Goeben, himself a writer and thinker of some stature,
replied in a volume that year to refute Faidherbe's claims. Faidherbe riposted with Army of the North: a
response to General Goeben in 1873, and the controversy continued until Goeben died in 1880. The work
translated here is the 1872 volume. It has been reproduced in its entirety, and the presentation of the original
has largely been followed. An appendix with a detailed order of battle for the Army of the North about the
middle of January 1871 has been added.
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From reader reviews:

Gary Kruse:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave,
like looking for your favorite guide and reading a book. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add
your knowledge by the reserve entitled Campaign of the Army of the North 1870-71. Try to face the book
Campaign of the Army of the North 1870-71 as your close friend. It means that it can to get your friend
when you really feel alone and beside associated with course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very
fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you considerably more confidence because you can know
anything by the book. So , let us make new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Joyce Morgan:

The ability that you get from Campaign of the Army of the North 1870-71 will be the more deep you rooting
the information that hide inside words the more you get thinking about reading it. It doesn't mean that this
book is hard to comprehend but Campaign of the Army of the North 1870-71 giving you buzz feeling of
reading. The article author conveys their point in particular way that can be understood by simply anyone
who read it because the author of this publication is well-known enough. This book also makes your own
personal vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go together with you, both in printed
or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for having this kind of Campaign of the Army of
the North 1870-71 instantly.

John Rowland:

This Campaign of the Army of the North 1870-71 is great guide for you because the content and that is full
of information for you who all always deal with world and still have to make decision every minute. That
book reveal it data accurately using great manage word or we can state no rambling sentences included. So if
you are read that hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward
sentences but difficult core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having Campaign of the Army
of the North 1870-71 in your hand like getting the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous a single. We
can say that no reserve that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen minute right but this guide already do
that. So , it is good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt that?

Crystal Lavigne:

As a university student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the
library or make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's heart
and soul or real their passion. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to right
now there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring and
also can't see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for
yourself. As we know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says,
many ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this Campaign of the Army of the North 1870-71 can



make you really feel more interested to read.
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