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Cyril, bishop of Alexandria from 412 to 444, is renowned both as one of the most authoritative of all the
fathers of the church, and at the same time as one of the most controversial of all church politicians. He
oversaw the final extinguishing of pagan religion from Alexandria, and also spent the height of his career as
a statesman and an author fighting the doctrines of Nestorius, whose excommunication he brought about at
the Council of Ephesus (431). Having spent the first fifteen years of his episcopate writing extensive
commentaries on Scripture, from 429 onwards Cyril turned his enormous learning and talent for penning and
distributing polemic tracts to the development of doctrinal orthodoxy after he sensed that the new ideas
coming out of Constantinople threatened the very core of the Christian doctrines of Incarnation and
salvation. The three treatises here translated into English for the first time all belong to the period around the
ecumenical council. On Orthodoxy to Theodosius was written for the emperor, a year before the council met,
with the aim of persuading him that Nestorius's sermons were heretical and that his task as leader of both
church and state was to ensure right religious observance. The Defense against the Bishops of Oriens and the
Defense against Theodoret were written in the months leading up to the council when Cyril found himself
required to defend his notorious "Twelve Chapters (or Anathemas)," which many bishops in other parts of
the empire felt had gone too far in an anti-Nestorian direction. All three works were key parts of Cyril's
battle for orthodoxy and mark key moments in the church's progress towards the definition of Christological
orthodoxy that was made at Chalcedon.

ABOUT THE TRANSLATOR

Daniel King is lecturer in syriac studies and semitic languages at Cardiff University,
Wales.
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From reader reviews:

Amy Zambrano:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you
can add your knowledge by the reserve entitled Three Christological Treatises (Fathers of the Church
Patristic Series). Try to make book Three Christological Treatises (Fathers of the Church Patristic Series) as
your good friend. It means that it can to become your friend when you really feel alone and beside that
course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you a lot
more confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So , we need to make new
experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

David Hosford:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, about to
beach, or picnic from the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to
something different to fill your free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book can be option to fill your cost-free
time/ holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want
to try out look for book, may be the book untitled Three Christological Treatises (Fathers of the Church
Patristic Series) can be fine book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

William Quesada:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside having friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by reading through a book.
Ugh, think reading a book can really hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It fine you can
have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Three Christological Treatises
(Fathers of the Church Patristic Series) which is having the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's find.

Joshua White:

Many people said that they feel fed up when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt the item when they
get a half areas of the book. You can choose the particular book Three Christological Treatises (Fathers of
the Church Patristic Series) to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading
skill is developing when you like reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy you just read it
and mingle the sensation about book and reading through especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to
start a book and examine it. Beside that the e-book Three Christological Treatises (Fathers of the Church
Patristic Series) can to be a newly purchased friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse with what must
you're doing of these time.
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