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This is a biography of a book: the first collected edition of Shakespeare's plays printed in 1623 and known as
the First Folio. It begins with the story of its first purchaser in London in December 1623, and goes on to
explore the ways people have interacted with this iconic book over the four hundred years of its history.
Throughout, the stress is on what we can learn from individual copies now spread around the world about
their eventful lives. From ink blots to pet paws, from annotations to wineglass rings, First Folios teem with
evidence of its place in different contexts with different priorities.

This study offers new ways to understand Shakespeare's reception and the history of the book. Unlike
previous scholarly investigations of the First Folio, it is not concerned with the discussions of how the book
came into being, the provenance of its texts, or the technicalities of its production. Instead, it reanimates, in
narrative style, the histories of this book, paying close attention to the details of individual copies now
located around the world--their bindings, marginalia, general condition, sales history, and location--to
discuss five major themes: owning, reading, decoding, performing, and perfecting.

This is a history of the book that consolidated Shakespeare's posthumous reputation: a reception history and
a study of interactions between owners, readers, forgers, collectors, actors, scholars, booksellers, and the
book through which we understand and recognize Shakespeare.
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From reader reviews:

Arlen Bullock:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As we know
that book is very important for people. The book Shakespeare's First Folio: Four Centuries of an Iconic Book
was making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more information. It is
extremely advantages for you. The publication Shakespeare's First Folio: Four Centuries of an Iconic Book is
not only giving you much more new information but also to be your friend when you sense bored. You can
spend your own personal spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship while using book
Shakespeare's First Folio: Four Centuries of an Iconic Book. You never truly feel lose out for everything
should you read some books.

John Jacquez:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the title Shakespeare's First
Folio: Four Centuries of an Iconic Book suitable to you? The actual book was written by popular writer in
this era. Typically the book untitled Shakespeare's First Folio: Four Centuries of an Iconic Bookis the main
one of several books that will everyone read now. That book was inspired many men and women in the
world. When you read this publication you will enter the new age that you ever know ahead of. The author
explained their strategy in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to know the core of this
reserve. This book will give you a large amount of information about this world now. So that you can see the
represented of the world within this book.

Margaret Burman:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book particularly book entitled
Shakespeare's First Folio: Four Centuries of an Iconic Book the mind will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely can become your mind
friends. Imaging just about every word written in a e-book then become one type conclusion and explanation
that maybe you never get just before. The Shakespeare's First Folio: Four Centuries of an Iconic Book giving
you another experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful information for your
better life in this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind
will probably be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this
extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Carolyn Alcantara:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't evaluate book by its protect may doesn't
work here is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the
outside appear likes. Maybe you answer may be Shakespeare's First Folio: Four Centuries of an Iconic Book



why because the amazing cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint a
person. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading 6th sense will
directly assist you to pick up this book.
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