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Surprising juxtapositions like goats spread across pianos and fearful optical illusions like eyeballs being
sliced characterized the surrealistic movement in the arts in 1928 when Louis Aragon published Traité du
Style in Paris. Aragon had become ever more contemptuous of vogues and pretensions. In the name of
surrealism, he produced the first significant critique of it. Instead of merely upsetting old relationships and
skewering sensibilities, Traité du Style was meant to shock with a capital S, and it did. Only now has it been
completely translated into English. Although time has attenuated the scandalous nature of Aragon's
language, his criticism has lost none of its edge in this translation by Alyson Waters.

From the beginning, which describes a postcard showing a little boy on a potty as representative of French
humor and the French spirit, to the end, an attack in scatalogical language on the French military
establishment, Aragon zeros in on one target after another. Nothing escapes his notice or venom—whether it
is the masturbatory output of contemporary writers, the prostitution of culture, or the perversions of
government.

Still, Treatise on Style is more than a brilliant diatribe directed against what Aragon perceived as the moral,
political, and intellectual failures of his time. He proposes surrealism, in art as in life, as a means to achieve a
valid ethical and aesthetic "style." Surrealism, as Aragon defines it here, loses some of its mythical and
mystical trappings; it becomes inspiration with rolled-up shirt-sleeves. He exercises this faculty in his own
writing, which aims to shake readers out of their complacency by alternating the intensely lyrical with the
borderline obscene and juxtaposing the language of the educated elite with that of the street. Whether
denouncing religious fantacism or dispensing praise, Aragon remains true to his idea of the surrealist project:
to reclassify certain values through the act of writing itself. Treatise on Style entertains as a portrait of a
movement and of a personality who kept moving.
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From reader reviews:

Consuelo Collier:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information today can get by anyone with everywhere.
The information can be a knowledge or any news even an issue. What people must be consider any time
those information which is in the former life are challenging be find than now could be taking seriously
which one is suitable to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you find the unstable
resource then you buy it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen in you if you take Treatise on Style (French Modernist Library) as your daily
resource information.

Cesar Smith:

Reading a book to get new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to learn a book. When you read
a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge,
because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book
that you have read. In order to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you
want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, in addition to
soon. The Treatise on Style (French Modernist Library) offer you a new experience in reading through a
book.

Irene Delong:

Is it an individual who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Treatise on Style (French Modernist
Library) can be the solution, oh how comes? A book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your
spare time by reading in this new era is common not a geek activity. So what these books have than the
others?

Edna Barnett:

Within this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are more
treasured than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple method to have that. What you
need to do is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of
several books in the top record in your reading list is usually Treatise on Style (French Modernist Library).
This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in becoming precious person.
By looking right up and review this publication you can get many advantages.
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