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While the Great French Revolution of 1789 served as a political compass for several generations of
European radicals, for socialists in particular, Gracchus Babeuf was far and away its most important leader.
Babeuf and the newspaper he edited, Le Tribun du Peuple, pushed well beyond his contemporaries in their
staunch defense of democracy and demands for the abolition of private property. Going so far as to call for
an insurrection against the government of the Directory as it increased its repression against domestic
agitators, Babeuf was eventually arrested and executed in what became known as the “conspiracy of equals.”

This study of Babeuf as a political thinker, based on an analysis of his extensive writings, and on scholarship
unavailable in English, draws out why so many considered him to be a major precursor of the modern
revolutionary socialist tradition and goes on to make the case that his ideas have much to teach today’s
activists. The first part traces Babeuf's political evolution in the context of the French Revolution, the second
examines his changing reputation among subsequent historians, and the final section assesses the originality
of his thought, showing him to be neither a Jacobin nor a Utopian.

This updated second edition features an important new introduction by Ian Birchall, a prolific writer and
leading authority on Babeuf, that summarizes Babeuf’s historical significance, his ideas, and his practice in
revolutionary France.
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From reader reviews:

Arnold Grigg:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Sure, you can
choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to take a
stroll, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book called The Spectre of
Babeuf? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You understand beside you can spend your time together
with your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have
different opinion?

John Solorio:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive currently,
people have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and
notice through surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated it for a while is
reading. Sure, by reading a publication your ability to survive enhance then having chance to endure than
other is high. To suit your needs who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this specific The
Spectre of Babeuf book as beginning and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is usually more
than just a book.

Daniel Caudle:

The particular book The Spectre of Babeuf will bring that you the new experience of reading any book. The
author style to explain the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book to read, this book very ideal
to you. The book The Spectre of Babeuf is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book
through the official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Hermelinda Anthony:

Reading a book to become new life style in this year; every people loves to study a book. When you examine
a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge,
simply because book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts
of book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your research, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, in
addition to soon. The The Spectre of Babeuf offer you a new experience in reading through a book.
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