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In the mold of his acclaimed History of Beauty, renowned cultural critic Umberto Eco’s On Ugliness is an
exploration of the monstrous and the repellant in visual culture and the arts. What is the voyeuristic impulse
behind our attraction to the gruesome and the horrible? Where does the magnetic appeal of the sordid and the
scandalous come from? Is ugliness also in the eye of the beholder? Eco’s encyclopedic knowledge and
captivating storytelling skills combine in this ingenious study of the Ugly, revealing that what we often
shield ourselves from and shun in everyday life is what we’re most attracted to subliminally. Topics range
from Milton’s Satan to Goethe’s Mephistopheles; from witchcraft and medieval torture tactics to martyrs,
hermits, and penitents; from lunar births and disemboweled corpses to mythic monsters and sideshow freaks;
and from Decadentism and picturesque ugliness to the tacky, kitsch, and camp, and the aesthetics of excess
and vice. With abundant examples of painting and sculpture ranging from ancient Greek amphorae to Bosch,
Brueghel, and Goya among others, and with quotations from the most celebrated writers and philosophers of
each age, this provocative discussion explores in-depth the concepts of evil, depravity, and darkness in art
and literature.
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From reader reviews:

Wendy Kroll:

The guide untitled On Ugliness is the book that recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality
of the reserve content that will be shown to a person. The language that creator use to explained their ideas
are easily to understand. The writer was did a lot of analysis when write the book, hence the information that
they share to your account is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of On Ugliness from the
publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Ricky Bodkin:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside along with friends, fun activity together with
family or just watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by examining a
book. Ugh, do you think reading a book will surely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It
alright you can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like On Ugliness
which is finding the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's notice.

Christina Webb:

Is it a person who having spare time after that spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or
just laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This On Ugliness can be the reply, oh how
comes? It's a book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this brand
new era is common not a geek activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?

Sheri Combs:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you might have it in
e-book technique, more simple and reachable. This specific On Ugliness can give you a lot of good friends
because by you investigating this one book you have issue that they don't and make you more like an
interesting person. That book can be one of one step for you to get success. This guide offer you information
that maybe your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than some other make you to be great men and
women. So , why hesitate? We need to have On Ugliness.
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