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From Mark Haddon, author of The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time, A Spot of Bother,
and The Red House, nine dazzling stories diverse in style but united in emotional power

The tales in Mark Haddon’s lyrical and uncompromising new collection take many forms—Victorian
adventure story, science fiction, morality tale, contemporary realism—but they all showcase his virtuoso
gifts as a stylist and the deep well of empathy that made his three bestselling novels so compelling.
     The characters here are often isolated physically or estranged from their families, yet they yearn for
connection. In aggregate the stories become a meditation on the essential aloneness of the human condition
but also on the connections, however tenuous and imperfect, that link people to one another. In the title story,
an unnamed narrator describes with cool precision a catastrophe that strikes a seaside town, both tearing lives
apart and bringing them together. 
     In the prizewinning story “The Gun,” a boy’s life is marked by the afternoon he encounters a
semiautomatic pistol belonging to his friend’s older brother; in “The Island,” a Greek princess is abandoned
on an island by her abductor; in “The Boys Who Left Home to Learn Fear,” a group of adventurers travel
deep into the Amazonian jungle but discover the gravest danger lurking among their own number; and in
“The Woodpecker and the Wolf,” a woman wonders whether she has chosen to travel to Mars only to escape
the entanglement of human relationships back here on Earth.
     Drawing inventively from history, myth, folktales, and modern life, The Pier Falls showcases Haddon’s
immense gifts of invention and penetrating insight.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Ken Martin:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can easily
share their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their own reader with their
story or perhaps their experience. Not only the story that share in the ebooks. But also they write about
advantage about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
kids, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors these days always try to improve their
proficiency in writing, they also doing some study before they write for their book. One of them is this The
Pier Falls: And Other Stories (Vintage Contemporaries).

Edmund Morrissette:

The publication with title The Pier Falls: And Other Stories (Vintage Contemporaries) includes a lot of
information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This specific book exist
new knowledge the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world today. That is
important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you with new era
of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere
you want.

William Looney:

The book untitled The Pier Falls: And Other Stories (Vintage Contemporaries) contain a lot of information
on this. The writer explains her idea with easy technique. The language is very clear to see all the people, so
do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was authored by famous author. The
author gives you in the new age of literary works. It is easy to read this book because you can keep reading
your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish
to purchase the e-book, you can open their official web-site and order it. Have a nice learn.

Kevin Vickers:

Beside this kind of The Pier Falls: And Other Stories (Vintage Contemporaries) in your phone, it might give
you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you
may got here is fresh from the oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow
community. It is good thing to have The Pier Falls: And Other Stories (Vintage Contemporaries) because this
book offers for you readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you don't get what it's facts
concerning. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here
cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss that? Find this
book and read it from at this point!
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