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Dutch Reformed pastor Balthasar Bekker (1634-1698) has long been recognized as a key figure in the end of
the witchcraft persecutions in early modern Europe. With the publication of his monumental four-volume
work The World Bewitched Bekker argued against the temporal activity of the devil and evil spirits as well as
against the reality of witchcraft, sorcery, and spirit possession. Yet Bekker's ideas drew opposition from
Dutch Reformed clergymen who charged that his use of Cartesian philosophy to reject the temporal activity
of spirits threatened much of traditional religious faith.
This book argues that it wa Bekker's exegesis of biblical passages in which spirits and spirit activity were
mentioned that was a far greater threat than his Cartesian metaphysics to the literal interpretation of the Bible
which was the intellectual cornerstone of Dutch reformed confessionalism, dominant in the church since the
Synod of Dordrecht (1618-1619). With an examination of the ideas of Bekker, his opponents and supporters,
this book places the controversy around The World Bewitched within the context of the Cartesian debates of
the seventeenth century and the growth of confessionalism within the Dutch Reformed church.
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From reader reviews:

Laura Rogers:

Inside other case, little men and women like to read book Fallen Angels: Balthasar Bekker, Spirit Belief, and
Confessionalism in the Seventeenth Century Dutch Republic (International Archives of the History ...
internationales d'histoire des idées). You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. So long as
we know about how is important a new book Fallen Angels: Balthasar Bekker, Spirit Belief, and
Confessionalism in the Seventeenth Century Dutch Republic (International Archives of the History ...
internationales d'histoire des idées). You can add information and of course you can around the world by just
a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can realize everything! From your country till foreign or
abroad you can be known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we
can open a book or searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel bored
stiff to go to the library. Let's learn.

Bernard Lewis:

What do you think of book? It is just for students since they're still students or the item for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that issue above. Every person
has diverse personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that
they don't would like do that. You must know how great and important the book Fallen Angels: Balthasar
Bekker, Spirit Belief, and Confessionalism in the Seventeenth Century Dutch Republic (International
Archives of the History ... internationales d'histoire des idées). All type of book can you see on many
methods. You can look for the internet options or other social media.

David Rutherford:

Now a day people that Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each details they get. How individuals to
be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Looking at a book
can help folks out of this uncertainty Information especially this Fallen Angels: Balthasar Bekker, Spirit
Belief, and Confessionalism in the Seventeenth Century Dutch Republic (International Archives of the
History ... internationales d'histoire des idées) book because this book offers you rich facts and knowledge.
Of course the details in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Kathryn Granger:

The particular book Fallen Angels: Balthasar Bekker, Spirit Belief, and Confessionalism in the Seventeenth
Century Dutch Republic (International Archives of the History ... internationales d'histoire des idées) has a
lot of knowledge on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of help. The book was
published by the very famous author. This articles author makes some research just before write this book.



This kind of book very easy to read you may get the point easily after scanning this book.
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