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This book radically revises our understanding of the construction of symbolic power in the age of absolutism
by examining the fictions that emerge from visual, narrative, and ceremonial representations of (and
reactions to) the 1660 marriage of Louis XIV to the Spanish infanta. Drawing on semiotics, the history of
theater and spectacle, gender studies, and anthropology, the author reconsiders the nature of representation in
absolutist political culture.

The book is not intended as a history of the marriage. Rather, the author analyzes in detail exemplary
moments or scenes from the royal wedding, in particular uncovering the dialectic at the heart of nuptial
fictions. Like the kinship exchange out of which they emerge, fictions of marriage manipulate antagonistic
forces in the service of promoting the political culture of absolutism.

The nuptial fiction portrays a king who though central, is not yet absolute, and who depends on images and
representational forms to become visible. His perceived power relies on appendages such as the queen and
forms like print, fireworks, and drama. A calculus of addition, this dependence is invisible from within the
models previously used to explore the representation of sovereignty, models based on rituals of substitution
like the funeral rite.

Though the fictions generated during Louis XIV’s marriage are not the principal ones of his rule, they do
affect the portrait of the king and provide insight into the making of an image scholars too frequently take for
granted. Studying nuptial fictions invites us to reexamine clichés about the representation of absolutist
power, generalizations that do not fully characterize the less monumental (but equally crucial) periods of
Louis XIV’s kingship.
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From reader reviews:

Jesus Puga:

The book Scenes from the Marriage of Louis XIV: Nuptial Fictions and the Making of Absolutist Power
make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make your capable more increase. Book can for
being your best friend when you getting anxiety or having big problem using your subject. If you can make
looking at a book Scenes from the Marriage of Louis XIV: Nuptial Fictions and the Making of Absolutist
Power to get your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add your current capable, increase
your knowledge about some or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like start and read a e-
book Scenes from the Marriage of Louis XIV: Nuptial Fictions and the Making of Absolutist Power. Kinds
of book are a lot of. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think
about this e-book?

Fred Peterson:

Beside that Scenes from the Marriage of Louis XIV: Nuptial Fictions and the Making of Absolutist Power in
your phone, it may give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the
knowledge you will got here is fresh through the oven so don't be worry if you feel like an outdated people
live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have Scenes from the Marriage of Louis XIV: Nuptial Fictions
and the Making of Absolutist Power because this book offers to you readable information. Do you often have
book but you do not get what it's about. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this in your hand.
The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want
to miss the idea? Find this book as well as read it from at this point!

Sherri King:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you may have it in e-
book approach, more simple and reachable. This kind of Scenes from the Marriage of Louis XIV: Nuptial
Fictions and the Making of Absolutist Power can give you a lot of good friends because by you checking out
this one book you have issue that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. This kind
of book can be one of one step for you to get success. This book offer you information that perhaps your
friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than various other make you to be great men and women. So ,
why hesitate? Let us have Scenes from the Marriage of Louis XIV: Nuptial Fictions and the Making of
Absolutist Power.

Gretchen Clark:

That book can make you to feel relax. This specific book Scenes from the Marriage of Louis XIV: Nuptial
Fictions and the Making of Absolutist Power was multi-colored and of course has pictures around. As we
know that book Scenes from the Marriage of Louis XIV: Nuptial Fictions and the Making of Absolutist
Power has many kinds or style. Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you



can read and believe that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are usually make you
bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like
reading in which.
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