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Astor Piazzolla was a musical genius, a man who used the national dance of Argentina as raw material for a
whole new musical genre. In Le Grand Tango, María Susana Azzi and Simon Collier vividly capture the life
of this extraordinary musician--a visionary who won worldwide acclaim, but sparked bitter controversy in
his native land.
Azzi and Collier trace Piazzolla's early life from his birth in Argentina in 1921 to his childhood years on the
Lower East Side of Manhattan, where he first developed a talent for the bandoneon, the accordion-like
instrument central to the tango. They describe his return to Argentina at age 16 and his rapid rise in the
intoxicating world of tango, where he quickly earned a place with the leading dance band, and then formed
his own group. But at the height of his success, Piazzolla decided to take tango music to a new level and
studied composition with the legendary Nadia Boulanger in Paris. Combining deft musical analysis and
intriguing personal insight, Azzi and Collier show how he created a dramatically new style of tango music
influenced by jazz and classical pieces--a tango music meant for listening, not dancing. But they also show
that, in the birthplace of the tango, he met fierce resistance. He eventually left Argentina for Europe, where
he emerged as an international celebrity.
Since Piazzolla's death in 1992, his influence has only grown. Jazz giants such as Gary Burton and Al Di
Meola--and classical stars Yo-Yo Ma, Emanuel Ax, and Daniel Barenboim--have all recorded albums of his
works. Now Azzi and Collier have given us the first biography of this astonishingly gifted musician.
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From reader reviews:

Karole Standley:

This book untitled Le Grand Tango: The Life and Music of Astor Piazzolla to be one of several books that
will best seller in this year, that's because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit in it. You
will easily to buy this book in the book store or you can order it by way of online. The publisher in this book
sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, because you can read this book in your
Touch screen phone. So there is no reason for you to past this publication from your list.

Joan Henderson:

Within this era which is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more precious than
other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you need to do is just
spending your time little but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. On the list of books in the top
checklist in your reading list will be Le Grand Tango: The Life and Music of Astor Piazzolla. This book
which can be qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking
upward and review this book you can get many advantages.

Renee Middleton:

A lot of book has printed but it is unique. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose the top
book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is called of book Le Grand
Tango: The Life and Music of Astor Piazzolla. You can include your knowledge by it. Without departing the
printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is most critical that,
you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one destination to other place.

Daniel Metz:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is published or printed or outlined from each source which filled update of
news. In this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media
social like newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can
add your knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just looking
for the Le Grand Tango: The Life and Music of Astor Piazzolla when you desired it?
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