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California’s early history was both colorful and turbulent. After Europeans first explored the region in the
sixteenth century, it was conquered and colonized by successive waves of adventurers and settlers. In
Contest for California, award-winning author Stephen G. Hyslop draws on a wide array of primary sources
to weave an elegant narrative of this epic struggle for control of the territory that many saw as a beautiful,
sprawling land of promise.

In vivid detail, Hyslop traces the story of early California from its founding in 1769 by Spanish colonists to
its annexation in 1848 by the United States. He describes the motivations and activities of colonizers and
colonized alike. Using eyewitness accounts, he allows all participants—Native American, Spanish, Mexican,
and Anglo-American—to have their say. Soldiers, settlers, missionaries, and merchants testify to the heroic
and commonplace, the colorful and tragic, in California’s pre-American history.

Even as he acknowledges the dark side of this story, Hyslop avoids a simplistic perspective. Moving beyond
the polarities that have marked late-twentieth-century California historiography, he offers nuanced portraits
of such controversial figures as Junípero Serra and treats the Californios and their distinctive Hispanic
culture with a respect lacking in earlier histories. Attentive to tensions within the invading groups—priests
and the military during the Spanish era, merchants and settlers during the American era—he also never loses
sight of their impact on the original inhabitants of the region: California’s Native peoples. He also recounts
the journeys of colonists from Russia, England, and other countries who influenced the development of
California as it passed from the hands of Spaniards and Mexicans to Americans.

Exhaustively researched yet concise, this book offers a much-needed alternative history of early California
and its evolution from Spanish colony to American territory.
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From reader reviews:

Patricia Henderson:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive currently,
people have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and
notice by surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated that for a while is
reading. That's why, by reading a book your ability to survive increase then having chance to stay than other
is high. In your case who want to start reading the book, we give you this Contest for California: From
Spanish Colonization to the American Conquest (Before Gold: California Under Spain and Mexico) book as
starter and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Gwen Dawes:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book specially book entitled
Contest for California: From Spanish Colonization to the American Conquest (Before Gold: California
Under Spain and Mexico) the mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect that
maybe unknown for but surely will become your mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a
reserve then become one type conclusion and explanation in which maybe you never get prior to. The
Contest for California: From Spanish Colonization to the American Conquest (Before Gold: California
Under Spain and Mexico) giving you an additional experience more than blown away your mind but also
giving you useful information for your better life in this particular era. So now let us present to you the
relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished reading
through it, like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Charlotte Cooper:

This Contest for California: From Spanish Colonization to the American Conquest (Before Gold: California
Under Spain and Mexico) is new way for you who has attention to look for some information because it
relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps
you who still having little digest in reading this Contest for California: From Spanish Colonization to the
American Conquest (Before Gold: California Under Spain and Mexico) can be the light food to suit your
needs because the information inside this kind of book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books produce
itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that
in reserve form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So there is no in reading a e-
book especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss the
idea! Just read this e-book type for your better life and knowledge.

Daisy Harris:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you can
have it in e-book method, more simple and reachable. That Contest for California: From Spanish



Colonization to the American Conquest (Before Gold: California Under Spain and Mexico) can give you a
lot of good friends because by you considering this one book you have factor that they don't and make a
person more like an interesting person. This book can be one of a step for you to get success. This e-book
offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than various other
make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? Let me have Contest for California: From Spanish
Colonization to the American Conquest (Before Gold: California Under Spain and Mexico).
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