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This book will argue that, in the Sermon on the Mount, a very Jewish Jesus - a man true to the religio-
political views of his day - reaffirms a Jewish ethical form of non-violent resistance. The most important
evidence available is the Gospel of Matthew itself, Jewish ethical writings such as Pirkei Avot, other Mishna
writings, and writings on the lex talionis. The evidence points to an audience that would have perceived
Jesus as teaching non-violence in a context of resistance rather than completely passive submission. That this
is the most plausible interpretation is evident from a comparison of the Gospel account with the oral law. The
evidence will demonstrate how Jewish political ideologies regarding peace had opposed the Roman Empire
since the fall of the Hasmonean Dynasty and had fostered a climate of political discontent. This discontent
reflected the resolution of the Jewish people to overcome their oppression. However, some such as Bar
Kochba and Judas Maccabee fought for political liberation of the people, while others, as seen in the Dead
Sea Scrolls, capitulated and created eschatological stories to cope with an oppressive political regime. The
mitzvoth of the listeners reflect the ethical and political ideologies of those who listened to the Sermon.
Often commentaries depict Jesus as not being politically orientated -neither for nor against either Rome or
the Jewish temple leadership. In contrast, this dissertation argues that Jesus utilizes Jewish ethical and
intellectual thought to influence the political ideology of those who heard him speak. The overall finding of
this dissertation will be that the writer of Matthew depicts a Jesus who, in style, form, and content, builds on
a Jewish ethical foundation to promote non-violent assertion of equality and human dignity in the widely
known and oft-cited Sermon on the Mount
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From reader reviews:

Matthew Thompson:

The actual book Those Who Heard It First: The Political Implications of the Sermon on the Mount to Jesus'
Jewish Audience has a lot associated with on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of profit.
The book was compiled by the very famous author. The writer makes some research previous to write this
book. That book very easy to read you may get the point easily after perusing this book.

Christina McMullen:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the extra time or they will get
large amount of stress from both day to day life and work. So , if we ask do people have time, we will say
absolutely of course. People is human not only a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity do you
have when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then ever
try this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the particular
book you have read will be Those Who Heard It First: The Political Implications of the Sermon on the
Mount to Jesus' Jewish Audience.

Brenda Burrows:

Beside this kind of Those Who Heard It First: The Political Implications of the Sermon on the Mount to
Jesus' Jewish Audience in your phone, it might give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or
information. The information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh from the oven so don't be worry if
you feel like an old people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have Those Who Heard It First: The
Political Implications of the Sermon on the Mount to Jesus' Jewish Audience because this book offers to you
readable information. Do you at times have book but you don't get what it's interesting features of. Oh come
on, that will not happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable,
like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss it? Find this book as well as read it from at
this point!

Ronald Griffin:

As a student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library as well as to
make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's internal
or real their leisure activity. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to
right now there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring as
well as can't see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important
for you. As we know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says,
many ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore this Those Who Heard It First: The Political Implications
of the Sermon on the Mount to Jesus' Jewish Audience can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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