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“A good city is like a good party—you stay for longer than you plan,” says Danish architect Jan Gehl. He
believes that good architecture is not about form, but about the interaction between form and life. Over the
last 50 years, Gehl has changed the way that we think about architecture and city planning—moving from
the Modernist separation of uses to a human-scale approach inviting people to use their cities. 

At a time when growing numbers are populating cities, planning urban spaces to be humane, safe, and open
to all is ever-more critical. With the help of Jan Gehl, we can all become advocates for human-scale
design. Jan’s research, theories, and strategies have been helping cities to reclaim their public space and
recover from the great post-WWII car invasion. His work has influenced public space improvements in over
50 global cities, including New York, London, Moscow, Copenhagen, Melbourne, Sydney, and the authors’
hometown of Perth.

While much has been written by Jan Gehl about his approach, and by others about his influence, this book
tells the inside story of how he learned to study urban spaces and implement his people-centered approach.

People Cities discusses the work, theory, life, and influence of Jan Gehl from the perspective of those who
have worked with him across the globe. Authors Matan and Newman celebrate Jan's role in changing the
urban planning paradigm from an abstract, ideological modernism to a people-focused movement. It is
organized around the creation of that movement, using key periods in Jan’s working life as a structure.

People Cities will inspire anyone who wants to create vibrant, human-scale cities and understand the ideas
and work of an architect who has most influenced how we should and can design cities for people. 
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From reader reviews:

Kevin Jakubowski:

The book People Cities: The Life and Legacy of Jan Gehl give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare
time. You should use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can for being your best friend
when you getting stress or having big problem using your subject. If you can make examining a book People
Cities: The Life and Legacy of Jan Gehl to be your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your
capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. You could know everything if you like wide
open and read a guide People Cities: The Life and Legacy of Jan Gehl. Kinds of book are several. It means
that, science e-book or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this guide?

Celeste Silver:

Do you among people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on guys
this particular aren't like that. This People Cities: The Life and Legacy of Jan Gehl book is readable by
simply you who hate the straight word style. You will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable looking at
experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer of People
Cities: The Life and Legacy of Jan Gehl content conveys objective easily to understand by many people. The
printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just different such as it. So , do you continue to
thinking People Cities: The Life and Legacy of Jan Gehl is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Jerry Gunnell:

This People Cities: The Life and Legacy of Jan Gehl are reliable for you who want to be described as a
successful person, why. The key reason why of this People Cities: The Life and Legacy of Jan Gehl can be
one of many great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple reading food but feed
you with information that might be will shock your prior knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can
bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this
People Cities: The Life and Legacy of Jan Gehl giving you an enormous of experience such as rich
vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that could it useful in your day action. So , let's have it and
luxuriate in reading.

Irma Murray:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, brief story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not attempting People Cities: The Life and
Legacy of Jan Gehl that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading habit
all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world far better then how they react when it
comes to the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading habit only for the geeky man but for all of
you who wants to end up being success person. So , for every you who want to start looking at as your good
habit, you could pick People Cities: The Life and Legacy of Jan Gehl become your current starter.
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