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In 1803 Lewis and Clark set out on their epic expedition across the American wilderness west of the
Mississippi, armed with the typical weapon of their day, the single-shot muzzle-loading rifle. By 1865, a
variety of breech-loading and repeating arms had been invented there were both easier to use and more
accurate. This encyclopedic study, part one of a two-part book, traces the development and uses of firearms
on the frontier during that period, drawing on primary sources such as correspondence and diaries,
newspaper accounts, government reports, and patent materials. Equally significant are the many rare
photographs and illustrations that accompany the text.

Then, as now, most of the advances in weaponry were made in response to the military’s needs, becoming
available somewhat later to civilians, and then to Indians. The authors thoroughly cover the refinements and
adaptations of weapons for employ by these three groups and by explorers and trappers, describing in detail
each gun, its modifications, operations, and uses. Some of the varieties of the weapons discussed include
rifles, smoothbores, carbines and musketoons, and pistols.

In many ways the history of firearms on the frontier parallels the history of the development of the West.
This engrossing, detailed study adds an important new dimension to our understanding of many of the
pivotal events in the settlement of the region, broadening, too, our knowledge of the individuals who took
part in them.
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From reader reviews:

Vivian Stafford:

Book is usually written, printed, or created for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
guide. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important thing to bring us around the world.
Close to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A reserve Firearms of the American West 1803-1865
(v. 1) will make you to be smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can know about everything.
But some of you think this open or reading a book make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why
they can be thought like that? Have you in search of best book or ideal book with you?

Brian Register:

The book Firearms of the American West 1803-1865 (v. 1) can give more knowledge and also the precise
product information about everything you want. Why must we leave a good thing like a book Firearms of the
American West 1803-1865 (v. 1)? Wide variety you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim
which book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer with your book.
Knowledge or data that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you can share all of these. Book
Firearms of the American West 1803-1865 (v. 1) has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and big
function for you. You can seem the enormous world by start and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Annie Hiatt:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive now,
people have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and
notice by means of surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated that for a while
is reading. Sure, by reading a book your ability to survive raise then having chance to stand up than other is
high. For you personally who want to start reading a book, we give you that Firearms of the American West
1803-1865 (v. 1) book as nice and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Rita Furguson:

As a student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library as well
as to make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's
internal or real their hobby. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to at this
time there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring in addition to
can't see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for you. As we
know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this Firearms of the American West 1803-1865 (v. 1) can make you feel more
interested to read.
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