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The Arab Spring, with its calls for sweeping political change, marked the most profound popular uprising in
the Middle East for generations. But if the nascent democracies born of these protests are to succeed in the
absence of a strong democratic tradition, their success will depend in part on an understanding of how
Middle Easterners view themselves, their allegiances to family and religion, and their relationship with the
wider world in which they are increasingly integrated.

Many of these same questions were raised by Alexis de Tocqueville during his 1831 tour of America, itself
then a rising democracy. Joshua Mitchell spent years teaching Tocqueville’s classic account, Democracy in
America, in America and the Arab Gulf and, with Tocqueville in Arabia, he offers a profound personal take.
One of the reasons for the book’s widespread popularity in the region is that its commentary on the
challenges of democracy and the seemingly contradictory concepts of equality and individuality continue to
speak to current debates. While Mitchell’s American students tended to value the individualism of
commercial self-interest, his Middle Eastern students had grave doubts about individualism and a deep
suspicion for capitalism, which they saw as risking the destruction of long-held loyalties and obligations.
When asked about suffering, American students answered in psychological or sociological terms, while
Middle Eastern students understood it in terms of religion. Mitchell describes modern democratic man as
becoming what Tocqueville predicted: a “distinct kind of humanity” that would be increasingly isolated and
alone. Whatever their differences, students in both worlds were grappling with a sense of disconnectedness
that social media does little to remedy.

We live in a time rife with mutual misunderstandings between America and the Middle East, and Tocqueville
in Arabia offers a guide to the present, troubled times, leavened by the author’s hopes about the future.
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From reader reviews:

Tonette Land:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add
your knowledge by the reserve entitled Tocqueville in Arabia: Dilemmas in a Democratic Age. Try to face
the book Tocqueville in Arabia: Dilemmas in a Democratic Age as your buddy. It means that it can to be
your friend when you really feel alone and beside associated with course make you smarter than ever before.
Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you more confidence because you can know almost
everything by the book. So , let us make new experience and knowledge with this book.

Phillip Chadwick:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book than
can satisfy your limited time to read it because this all time you only find book that need more time to be
examine. Tocqueville in Arabia: Dilemmas in a Democratic Age can be your answer since it can be read by
anyone who have those short extra time problems.

Judith Bradshaw:

This Tocqueville in Arabia: Dilemmas in a Democratic Age is brand-new way for you who has intense
curiosity to look for some information because it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you in it
getting knowledge more you know or you who still having little bit of digest in reading this Tocqueville in
Arabia: Dilemmas in a Democratic Age can be the light food to suit your needs because the information
inside this book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books develop itself in the form that is certainly
reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book application form. People who think that in reserve form
make them feel tired even dizzy this guide is the answer. So there is not any in reading a book especially this
one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for a person. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-
book variety for your better life along with knowledge.

Brian Scheele:

E-book is one of source of knowledge. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen have to have book to know the up-date information of year for you to year. As we know
those textbooks have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the
world. With the book Tocqueville in Arabia: Dilemmas in a Democratic Age we can get more advantage.
Don't one to be creative people? To become creative person must want to read a book. Only choose the best
book that suitable with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life with this book Tocqueville in
Arabia: Dilemmas in a Democratic Age. You can more inviting than now.
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