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A long-forgotten trade and an unheard-of saint are brought to life in this tale of survival by hard work in the
thriving cities of late medieval and early modern northern Italy. Indispensable immigrants recreates the
world of peasants from the Alps and the Apennines who in order to survive came down to the cities of the Po
Valley to work as wine porters. They joined the stream of labourers from the countryside whose willingness
to do the heavy lifting that city dwellers preferred to avoid helped oil the wheels of the urban economy. Their
counterparts of today have travelled greater distances to reach their new social and psychological
environments, but the challenges they encounter are strikingly similar to those the porters faced long ago.
Confronted with unrelenting mockery and disdain as well as low wages, the wine porters gained a measure
of esteem - self-esteem at least - by making one of their own, Alberto of Villa d'Ogna, their patron saint, and
keeping his cult alive for five centuries. During that half millennium, the wine porters and the cult of St
Alberto sustained one another with what they both needed most, namely respect. Even though Alberto met
the traditional, community-based expectations of a saint in the thirteenth century and then the profoundly
different criteria for papal canonization five centuries later, once the wine porters became obsolete, both their
work and his cult faded from memory.
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From reader reviews:

Charles Tebo:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the title Indispensable
Immigrants: The Wine Porters of Northern Italy and Their Saint, 1200-1800 suitable to you? Typically the
book was written by famous writer in this era. The particular book untitled Indispensable Immigrants: The
Wine Porters of Northern Italy and Their Saint, 1200-1800is the one of several books in which everyone read
now. That book was inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the
new way of measuring that you ever know before. The author explained their concept in the simple way,
therefore all of people can easily to know the core of this e-book. This book will give you a lot of
information about this world now. To help you to see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Michael Stanford:

The book Indispensable Immigrants: The Wine Porters of Northern Italy and Their Saint, 1200-1800 will
bring one to the new experience of reading the book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique.
When you try to find new book to study, this book very suited to you. The book Indispensable Immigrants:
The Wine Porters of Northern Italy and Their Saint, 1200-1800 is much recommended to you you just read.
You can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Joseph Sutton:

Precisely why? Because this Indispensable Immigrants: The Wine Porters of Northern Italy and Their Saint,
1200-1800 is an unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap this but latter it will jolt
you with the secret that inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who all write the book in
such amazing way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the
meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it.
This excellent book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book get such as help improving your
skill and your critical thinking way. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I were you I will go to the
reserve store hurriedly.

Theresa Kuykendall:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, quick story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not attempting Indispensable Immigrants: The
Wine Porters of Northern Italy and Their Saint, 1200-1800 that give your enjoyment preference will be
satisfied by reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people
to know world much better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be explained constantly
that reading practice only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to become success person. So ,
for all of you who want to start studying as your good habit, you are able to pick Indispensable Immigrants:
The Wine Porters of Northern Italy and Their Saint, 1200-1800 become your personal starter.
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