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Spiritual elders (startsy) are a quintessential part of Russian Orthodox spirituality, yet scholars have given
relatively little focus to them. Elders whose authority came not from their position within institutional church
but from their reputation for personal holiness were mediating agents between official and popular
Orthodoxy. Acting as teachers, spiritual directors, counselors, and prophets, elders represented a particular
form of ministry within the Church. The informal source of elders’ authority meant that their position was
often in conflict with the bureaucratized Synod.

In her highly readable book, Paert looks at both Imperial and Soviet Russia and examines the social and
cultural contexts in which startsy operated, demonstrating how eldership was appropriated by both elites and
lower classes. A significant contribution to the debate about the role of the Russian Orthodox Church in
modernizing Russian society, Paert’s study shows that elders represented both the weaknesses and the
strengths of Russian Orthodoxy’s response to the challenges of modernity. Spiritual Elders promises to
stimulate further discussion on the problems of spiritual authority, popular belief, the impact of a religious
identity on a national one, and the interactions between church and society in the modern world. Historians
of Russia and scholars of Eastern Orthodoxy, as well as general readers of religious history, will find this
book of great interest.
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From reader reviews:

Arthur Elsberry:

The book Spiritual Elders: Charisma and Tradition in Russian Orthodoxy can give more knowledge and also
the precise product information about everything you want. Why must we leave a very important thing like a
book Spiritual Elders: Charisma and Tradition in Russian Orthodoxy? Wide variety you have a different
opinion about guide. But one aim which book can give many data for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right
now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you could give for each
other; it is possible to share all of these. Book Spiritual Elders: Charisma and Tradition in Russian
Orthodoxy has simple shape however, you know: it has great and big function for you. You can appear the
enormous world by available and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Dixie Love:

The experience that you get from Spiritual Elders: Charisma and Tradition in Russian Orthodoxy is the more
deep you searching the information that hide within the words the more you get thinking about reading it. It
doesn't mean that this book is hard to know but Spiritual Elders: Charisma and Tradition in Russian
Orthodoxy giving you thrill feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in selected way that can be
understood through anyone who read the item because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This
book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go along, both in
printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having this Spiritual Elders: Charisma and Tradition
in Russian Orthodoxy instantly.

Mark McKinney:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information presently can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider whenever those information which is from the former life are difficult to be find than now is taking
seriously which one would work to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you obtain the
unstable resource then you understand it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you.
All of those possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take Spiritual Elders: Charisma and Tradition
in Russian Orthodoxy as your daily resource information.

Danica Johnson:

Precisely why? Because this Spiritual Elders: Charisma and Tradition in Russian Orthodoxy is an unordinary
book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will surprise you with the
secret it inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who have write the book in such incredible
way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning
totally. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This unique
book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book have got such as help improving your talent and your



critical thinking way. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I have been you I will go to the guide
store hurriedly.
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