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Joseph Conrad, Jean Rhys, and Pramoedya Ananta Toer are writers renowned for crafting narratives of great
technical skill that resonate with potent truths on the colonial condition. Yet given the generational and
geographical boundaries that separated them, they are seldom considered in conjunction with one another.
The Passage of Literature unites the three in a bracing comparative study that breaks away from traditional
conceptions of modernism, going beyond temporal periodization and the entrenched Anglo-American
framework that undergirds current scholarship.

This study nimbly traces a trio of distinct yet interrelated modernist genealogies. English modernism as
exemplified by Conrad's Malay trilogy is productively paired with the hallmark work of Indonesian
modernism, Pramoedya's Buru quartet. The two novel sequences, penned years apart, narrate overlapping
histories of imperialism in the Dutch East Indies, and both make opera central for understanding the cultural
dynamic of colonial power. Creole modernism--defined not only by the linguistic diversity of the Caribbean
but also by an alternative vision of literary history--provides a transnational context for reading Rhys's Good
Morning, Midnight and Wide Sargasso Sea, each novel mapped in relation to the colonial English and
postcolonial Indonesian coordinates of Conrad's The Shadow-Line and Pramoedya's This Earth of Mankind.
All three modernisms-English, Creole, and Indonesian-converge in a discussion of the Indonesian figure of
the nyai, a concubine or house servant, who represents the traumatic core of transnational modernism.
Throughout the study, Pramoedya's extraordinary effort to reconstruct the lost record of Indonesia's
emergence as a nation provides a model for reading each fragmentary passage of literature as part of an
ongoing process of decolonizing tradition.

Drawing on translated and un-translated works of fiction and nonfiction, GoGwilt effectively reexamines the
roots of Anglophone modernist studies, thereby laying out the imperatives of a new postcolonial philology
even as he resituates European modernism within the literary, linguistic, and historical context of
decolonization.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Stewart:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to learn everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or maybe goal; it means that e-
book has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They are
reading whatever they consider because their hobby will be reading a book. Consider the person who don't
like studying a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book after they found difficult problem or perhaps
exercise. Well, probably you'll have this The Passage of Literature: Genealogies of Modernism in Conrad,
Rhys, and Pramoedya.

Bonnie Boyd:

Book is definitely written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can know everything you want by a e-
book. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important thing to bring us around the
world. Alongside that you can your reading skill was fluently. A reserve The Passage of Literature:
Genealogies of Modernism in Conrad, Rhys, and Pramoedya will make you to end up being smarter. You
can feel far more confidence if you can know about everything. But some of you think which open or
reading a new book make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they may be thought like that?
Have you in search of best book or suited book with you?

Robert Johnson:

The reserve untitled The Passage of Literature: Genealogies of Modernism in Conrad, Rhys, and Pramoedya
is the guide that recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be
shown to you. The language that article author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to
understand. The article writer was did a lot of study when write the book, to ensure the information that they
share to you personally is absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of The Passage of
Literature: Genealogies of Modernism in Conrad, Rhys, and Pramoedya from the publisher to make you a lot
more enjoy free time.

Jessica Jackson:

The actual book The Passage of Literature: Genealogies of Modernism in Conrad, Rhys, and Pramoedya has
a lot associated with on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of help. The book was
published by the very famous author. The writer makes some research prior to write this book. This
particular book very easy to read you will get the point easily after scanning this book.
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