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This brief and engaging introductory text treats philosophy as a dramatic and continuous story--a
conversation about humankind's deepest and most persistent concerns, in which students are encouraged to
participate. Tracing the exchange of ideas between history's key philosophers, Philosophical Conversations:
A Concise Historical Introduction demonstrates that while constructing an argument or making a claim, one
philosopher almost always has others in mind. The book addresses the fundamental questions of human life:
Who are we? What can we know? How should we live? and What sort of reality do we inhabit? Throughout,
author Norman Melchert provides a generous selection of excerpts from major philosophical works and
makes them more easily understandable with his lucid explanations. Extensive cross-references highlight the
organizing themes and show students how philosophers have responded to each other's arguments.

A more concise edition of Norman Melchert's The Great Conversation: A Historical Introduction to
Philosophy, Fifth Edition, Philosophical Conversations is designed to be especially accessible and visually
attractive to first- and second-year college students in introduction to philosophy courses. Enhanced by
numerous pedagogical features, it offers:

* Shorter and/or simplified presentations of much of the material
* A second color that enlivens the text and makes it more visually interesting
* An expanded art program featuring more than 100 photographs, illustrations, and cartoons
* Classic art at the opening of each chapter
* Numerous brief quotations from poets, politicians, and thinkers that underscore philosophical points and
stimulate thought
* Explanatory footnotes and basic study questions throughout
* "Questions for Further Thought" at the end of each chapter
* Key terms, boldfaced at their first appearance and collected at the end of each chapter and in a detailed
glossary at the back of the book
* "Sketches"--which provide glimpses of the ideas of various philosophers not already discussed in detail in
the narrative--and "Profiles," which offer more in-depth looks at several thinkers, philosophical schools, and
movements including Taoism, Zen, Jean-Paul Sartre, and Iris Murdoch
* An Instructor's Manual and Test Bank on CD that highlights essential points and offers numerous exam
questions
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From reader reviews:

Angela Dreiling:

What do you think about book? It is just for students since they're still students or the idea for all people in
the world, exactly what the best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that question above. Every
person has diverse personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be pushed someone or something
that they don't desire do that. You must know how great and also important the book Philosophical
Conversations: A Concise Historical Introduction. All type of book are you able to see on many options. You
can look for the internet sources or other social media.

Kay Young:

The experience that you get from Philosophical Conversations: A Concise Historical Introduction may be the
more deep you digging the information that hide in the words the more you get considering reading it. It does
not mean that this book is hard to know but Philosophical Conversations: A Concise Historical Introduction
giving you buzz feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in a number of way that can be understood
by simply anyone who read that because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. That book also
makes your own vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go with you, both in
printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having this particular Philosophical Conversations:
A Concise Historical Introduction instantly.

Mary Sexton:

The e-book with title Philosophical Conversations: A Concise Historical Introduction posesses a lot of
information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. This particular book
exist new information the information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world at
this point. That is important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This book will bring
you with new era of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read that
anywhere you want.

Robert Perkins:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book especially book entitled
Philosophical Conversations: A Concise Historical Introduction your thoughts will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging
just about every word written in a e-book then become one contact form conclusion and explanation that will
maybe you never get prior to. The Philosophical Conversations: A Concise Historical Introduction giving
you one more experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful info for your better
life in this particular era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind
will probably be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try
this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?
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